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To -wy dearly Beloved be Taboboiams f the Burrough | 
and Pariſh of Kederminſter i# Worceſterſhire. 


$1 never defired any g reater refermens in this world, das es 
have continued in the Goble of iy bl ry J we by oirnang 
choughe my dayes would Jeu ha frrv piracy Ration : 
> ve is Nor: ark to = Yo how 'X LES Toba owe 
now what chanpes he irit O make ia 
' world, and yerQack the rt cauſe mens ctimation wich the 


moR,'} fee no probability that we ſhould have been ed cill 
deah, could 1 ber have obtained Jeave to preach for 


thankfully eake the. which ſhall Trwhajy elſe be youchſafed 
mes And while 5 ma round Lak it - >» my duty to be ons 

t - that is made rom 
Es he wy Rs Re by rage « 


though to tr rs it w 


Narfack (rerkey peta na Mn vr cop-xbal againſt me, but probate os | 


heynons l ced to 
heynows ef, re So cat crime he ia Agee "dll 


vu eto og dfence. 7 (7s ab amapiaRe ip, oh © , 
(even where there jr no other to preach) is = matter that you are un, 2 
wits ens rnd oy a3 you have heard me F. 


a ſpch qa qc0pan}, axj98 


Bur being forbidden any wh the ia that Di -I muſt 


a5.are 3 Pike ſaver 
of tender Conn and rh the rx5/ SB of wait ED, reace... My ex 


in « former T1 eaty (for Na Llc ernprntge Gr 
pline) made ne increat thoſe (o whom the noqtinatis onthe mee 
wits comers, to excuſe from the: eppce mA 
proverronb rlgar to wary WR and 1 - to others 1 «0h I _ 


0 Alterations] 
or | next ta noxe.] In the concluſion (when the chiet work was done 
by writipg) a Committee of each part, was appointed. to manage a 
Diſputation in prefence (by writing allo.) Thercin thoſe of the other 
parc formed an Argument, whoſe Major propoſition was to this ſenſe 
(for | have no copy) | Whatſoever book emjoyneth nothing but what is 0 
it ſelf Iawfal, and by lawful autbor ity,enjoyneth nothing that is ſinful : 
We denied this propoſition ; and at laſt gave divers Reaſons of our 
denyal ; among which one was that | It may be unlawful by Accident, 
and therefore ſinfal) You vow know my crime ; (t is my concurrhn 
with learned.reverend Brethren, to give this Reeſox of our denyal of 
a propoſition : Yet they are not forbidden to preach for.it, (and | hope: 
(hall nor be ;) butonly 1, You have publikely Kd Ren mouth - 
that ſhould ſpesk nothiog but the words of Charity, Truth, and So-- 
bernefle, ( cell there) that this was [ « defberate ſoift thet wen at- 
the laff extremity are forced to] and. inferring | that, thex. neither God! 
n0r Man can enjoy —_— In City at ; this Coundeth: 
forth to my reproach. 1 ſhould rake it for an a& of c to.have- 
been ſmitten JRun for nothing,and that it might not have beew 
thought neceffary v aff/ii& me by s defamation, that fo 1 mightſcema. 
juſtly aflifed by a prohibicion to preach the Galpel., But _andend.in; 
there in theſe words cf ours fo rear a Crime ? Th we doubted; 
nct bue they knew that our Aſſertion made not Exery.cvil accident, 
eo be ſuch as made nn Impoſtion 'unliwful,. yet we expreſt this -by 
word to them at that time, cr fear of being miſreported ; and þ cold; 
it to the Right Reverend Biſhop when he forbad me:ta preach, and; 
gave this az a reaſon : And 1 muſt confefſe Iam till guikey of fo gauch- 
weaknelle, as to be confident that ſome thrygs ,not evil of themſelves, 
widy bave Accidents fo evil, as Way Waky it fin to bin that ſhall com», 


mendtbem. Is this opinion inconſiſtent with all Government ? Yea 


I muſt conſeſſe my ſelf guilty of ſo much greater weaknefſe; as that 1, 
thought 1 ſhould never have found a man on tartl; 


| artl;,. that ng of 
_  dinery reaſon of a m2n, that had made queſtiqu of 164, yea ſhall fay- 
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fo give, iy $9 
ſeen that & a nk, 
I chiok hy: te is 
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for behie 
EE amd Ve not to hinder it” __ 


, a6alf,).. ———_— 
= yer in vo to: e&&Wthind 'it'c6 


indes.q raging poles a mheo they ſhould m3 6 a W 
Ciry a he of rm le may rather be then Iu <4 
= 7% Core not x tnvcondiialgewic 
y wks od or. Man: 'whenihe bid the Rifter Sto 

oh | buich)chhely- ear” Fae '1 

brit dyed pho my wy ;th- © bEhked Hoc hip Powe eo deffrni= 

ion, hue to. : ;Yeathertare EviliAccidents of # thing not 
evil Te, that.are cauſed by the Commander : and'i ie-io-mry opi- 
"Ip Prove; bis commund wk wful, - | 
Necc ne which wer the” 
Ko. $15 Auppele it never oleh of ic (elfes lenetT in. 
URL i6ie be impbſed by «pena lry that is” 
of the offence, rhat fue oertaley' is 


makethip bydecid :infut ir the 
ry agar that ao” 


handied year praftice of tHe 
120m kneel. in _— ot yo ri day, if" hw! 


frould make a Law thac-all- ſhould be pur ro" death char would noe” 
kacel , when be. farclinew thar their-.conſciences m_ commands 
uy jag 


je&ing Minifters ch dro or pa —_—_ that ber | 
ue ppg op the Church, be 
SL mr ar re ; Cn Winches) ud rn 
this, wit meneable Rate of cions, «nat "7 
Gons that. will follow, being all ooctoen, I pr the Impoſitions 
uolawful whizh werecben.in queſtion;'tis s caſe thet ] had chien 8 clex* 
rer eallag prak £0, then | havernows Only Imuy os ho pbmedr 

the ſervants of Chriſt from eos Are che Chorch, 
I of his faithful Miniſters from: their ward wr Firm when too dry 
Congregations have none bur inſufficient, or ſcandalous 

00 preaching Minifters-.at alb wilt appegy # macter of re gr to 
Keban in che day of eur Agcounte; nnd (ich av Thoult | 

an any but a Necoflary cane; where the begefitisgremer chem this F 
on (and all therelt) amouncs eo. . 

Haying rg es whom I owe'ſt}? this #ceount 'of the cauſe 

for which cn: the exercile bt he ing Fun that Coun- 
rey Lncadicns thee Serurohs, png | 
regch, yau as. | youle,. } may:teach Fears" Rad iff erin 

[eo eajoy ſuch libercy as this irwill be traeky above my pure 
100. 

My dearlbeloved, ſtand faſt aria Lord 9: per ye nor the” 
reproach of prey, nenher be aft aid ofitheiv Fevitings + Por the thipth ſhall | 
e6\ them ug likg a-garments, and abeiwern ſhell eat them tike wool ; nad | 
the, ragbt eanſueſſe+ of the Lordl:ſhall bv 'fov' ever; wid" by fefvation 
EeNeration to generation, Iſa, 52-7,8. 1 F have raught you my the ; 

of errors or impiety, of difabedience wo your  Governours N ir _ 
things, of ſchiſm or uncharit bleneſſo;unleten them eff,and r | 
tem with one WT no wi eeths 

en which Conſe and affen | you © 

have {Md rg, avoid them : For - A ob fervt uot rs Lord ' 
Jeſms.C raft, but their amntbelly; and by goid' words ind ctgnt 
deceive the beats woes mma Rk we Hy Sen 
Truth or Gediinegry remember; wit 


llc 205 edverfaryenntls oneneſs eral agony 


tlie Wſped rhat iris eafle fot any nan 
nad im. ety mat 


I need 0 you 7 your on Mei nn he 
1 noe t 2 - your. own fabiliry tells the” 
! roll yak Catholiciſm, and-never fol» 
wed any (ef, fo I beſeech you flill maintain the ancient faich, the 

pve of every member of Chriſt, and common charity to all, z our 
pyalty to your Ki peace with all men : And Jet none draw 
you from Catholick to faftion, thongh the declaiming again(t 
Fattion and Schiſm be thedevice by which they would accom- 
pliſh it- And ge the marld igaotbing, and God is el}, to all that are 
hincere believers? fo let no worldly intereſt ſeem regardable to you, - 
en it ſtands in any oppoſition to Chriſt; but account gll /aſs and 

6 for fans, 204; 0. And if you ſhall hear that I yet ſuffer more 

160 þ >; tet it not be your diſcouragement or grief ; For | 
loubr not but it will be my crown and joy : I have found no ſmall 
onſol _ that! have not ſuffered, for _ + wy and in- 
different chings : And if my pleading againſt the eje&tion of the Mini- 

ters of Chriſt? and the mcommicienitged his member, for a cere- 
mony, and the divifions of his Church, & the deftru&ion of Charity 
ſhall be the cauſe of my suffering (be it never (© great,) it ſhall as 
mn erage ms be a ſuffering witnefſe for CHARITY and 
Pia! og, 7 Tod in > 
whether by life or death : avid @ to live will beChrift , ſo to die will be 
rein 3 Only let your converſation be as it becometh the coir of Chriſt, 
bat whether I ever ſee you more, or be abſent (till the joytull day) Imay: 
bear of your affairs, that ye fland fait in one Jprits with one min4 jiri- 
"i Je ow for the faith of the Goſpel; and in nothing terrified by 
our adverſaries, which is to them an evident token of perdition, but to 

on of ſalvation, and that of Ged ;, if to you it ſhall be given in the be= 
alf of Chrift, not only to believe on bim, but alſo to ſuffer for bis ſake, 
; 20 2 . Bur let no injury from inferiors provoke. 


EH ent ; ird% atbovid; Bonner all mew { Cot 
Brotberbood ; Fear God ; Honour the King : God, 


that with well doing ye may put to filence the ignorance of fooliſh meie, - 
3 Pet. 2+ 15, 17. It is ſoon enough for you and me, to be juſtified ar” 
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be bar of Chriſt (by himſelf that hath undertaken it) againſt all the 


Calumniecs of malicious men. Till then ler it ſeem no greater a mac- 
cer” 


indeed it is, tobe fland 
ES never regs Ron 


tbat he may maintain the joys. that 


rd 


well my dear brethren, who ace my 


ourLord Jeſus Chriſt at his coming (1 


Nov. 11. 
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"Vinditativs of Pigſelf from Mr,Baxter's pate 


| 0% 


=. Have xeceived that Letter-of yours, whady you informs me 
0111Thar Mrs Bazter bath. lately written and d ſomerhing 
22h G AY adaRios wprhatian da edto take no- 
14k 1 ice of 
=P Lehapk ou for your tare of my Reputation, which-nexe 
, ©, Conſcirace onght ro be the dex of all hi wall 


= of and Order, 
wt arr be Alpeyre ary _—_—_— 


T St, 
ow ark SERIES his 


at evo mer mthe. __—— 
Ape py t mn aA of for jugling and 
them a ration # 5 in 
mare ſland WIE have out done the Phaziſees them(ſetves, ing all 


Src hl Smoot li op gi people For 


=> peak og a9 PA in order to'rhs 
ar his jor. brb eg hoes | 
at laſt co nkeamey his Crgr, and. i from | 
wonder that chat are. ſuch, Enemies to Kings, | 
friends to Biſbops ? or thatqne- es ee Oh what 'he 001d ro 
make che late King odious,yncs his people) ſhould. do whar he can” . 
likewiſe 50 make the Paſtor ny na Floek'? co this Flock Þ 


lay 


2 The Biſbop of Worceſter's Letter  * 
lay ; for it is the biſhop of Hercefer, and got p is Paſtor F 
of Kidderminiter, as well as of all otb JI Churches in. that | 
Pioceſs z neither did1ogr any ather Bifipof Woreefter, Ever-commitr 
the care of Souls in that, or any other Pariſh of that Diocels to Mrs 
Baxter, though - by chav Preface of his cachole of Ridflermwariter, he 
would make the world believe,.thatthey were hinElockaud not ms 
and thattherefore he harh the more reaſon to complain of my defa- 
mation of him (as he calls it) inthat place and before that people : 
whereas the truth is,that Mr. Baxter was never either Parſon, Vicer or 
Car ate there or any mbere ele in my Dioceſs; for he never came 
by the Door,that is, by any legal right or Jawful admillion into | 
ſheepfold, but climbed: uplome'other way, Bamely, by violence gind- 
intruſion, and therefore by Chriſts own inference he was a Thief dhd- | 
a Kadber ; and.indreed be did Rob him that watthen, and is ; = 
gaia the lawful Vicer of that Chuvchz he Kobbed him I' ſay, firſt ofhis- © 
Keput ation emongh bis Flockyand then of hismeans and maintenance, | 
by raking away the Flrece a8. well av-che Flork From hinyj © (ay 
Mr, Bexter himſelf hath. confcifed to'mer)) Hi be s than of in weblame- 
able life and converſggen) thiingh-wr of ſuch pavte (Taid Mr. Baxter) « 
are fit t4.qualifie han for the Care of yo great « Congregation ; which 
whether itwere {o or no, Lamſure Mr. Baxter was not be Jag , 
but in that caſe the Biſbop thac was then living ſhould and have. 
provided him zCoad jutor,” #s heave d6ntcfinice, and ſich arr one, 2s - 
] hope will{6cd: that flock with! much more 'whoſome Dodrrine th 
Mr. Baxter did, when he ſowed the ſeed of Schiſm and Sedition, and. 
blew the Trum Rebellion -wmongit them. For which exufe [ 
chought ic my Duty (as being the Paſtor in Chief) tt 
Mr. Baxter to Preach there, any more, whichyby the way, he haddone 
without any Licenſe; but likewiſe to Preach there ny (elf and tv do. 
what I coult,co undective that poor ſeduced ' and'milerably deluded 7 
people ; which wasnotto bedone, as long asthey had the perſon of 
cheir Seducer-in ©. great admirationg and therefore by the example 
of St. Paul, who in order to the fanieend did take the fare courſe 
wich Alexander cha Copper-finich, with Dewes, Philetus, and Hyme- 
new 3: as likewiſe byche. example of Chriſt himſelf, who in.order tg. 
the-lame cnd, did take the ſame courſe with the Scribes and Phari- 
(ceg|-chought ir neceſiary.co letthem know that one that was of great 
autberity emong/t them(1meaning indeed,though not naming Mr.®ax- 
ter) was not the marntbey took, bimfor; that be bad not dealt faith- 
fully, wnh them, nor meer” the Word of. Go4 fincerely to 

TH themy when be made them. believe it. was. lawfull for them to taks 
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"pins ag ainf} the King, not-i | ering (if. ror them ; 
ſcruple at theſe things as eluwfull, whith- be be bimſelf confeſſes to be 
lawful; und afterwards making uſe of thoſe [cruples of theirs (which 
he himſelf bad rinfuſed inco them, or idt endeavoured to take __ 
chem). as the only mi why orrmer may mn A an Tf 
fhould nor be enjoyin'd by lewhil Authority, though lawfulin 
ſelves, decarſe, forſooth, _— oxnting df things ; lenfut by lawful Au- 
thority, if they may by rep dierikg the ocCaſion of ſin, is ſinful 3 wm af. * 
ſertion of his (as then 1 _7 and muſt fill maintain) is pra eas of 
humane ere hervagf ch _ way the Authority of commanding and 
the ebhgat obeying n- with the whole ve power, 
eb agearphrdcn roger ich te mole umane- And 
chrs much(as Mr. Baxter himſelfſaith)] cold him beforeia mine own 
neither did he then diny the- afertien, or endeavonr to dil- 
wes what I inferr'd from it, tenpalcick diſtinfdions or inſtances 
now wifeth, And that this is true the Reverend Dy. Warmftry now 
Deen of Worcefler will wicnels for me, wham Idefired robe by whilet 
1 conferr'd with Mr, Bextor; forefoeing what mib reports man of Mr, 
Sexrers principle» and wes like enough to make of what ſhould 
berwixt ns. And'it was well ] did ©; for 1 find that the Preſ- 
er aſwell 23 the Popift will ſerve chemſebres, asofren as they are pac 
wo ir, oftheir pen SARS CON or lefle 
en rt. as it makes purpoſe or advan- 


Batter nener ans 0 cxfe, ore partand a lels 
SES for the cauſe. Potomac 
ome pMlanel ny eyes 


notMr. Bextor; thac when hecells the er 
my Crime, with ISSCC 
ET ED og 
there w or at 
Rn be any al, or Sled noting 


him co Preach irrmy hare meme op dddrthat ae 
rio eirte gave bimi this as &'reafon for his forbidding him 


Weaedz where Fic meanedharcie Bip gave him this axthe ony 

Iv; or the reaſon, lee yer 4 nya pear "yrs 
onfci y for the krſt and al rear the Biſbop- gave him 
for his forbidding him to x , ss (ac be well knows, and-us the 


Dean of ogg). wil! wicnefs ageinſt Arhaturarens before with- 
out Licenſe, baving .us Cir? of bit own to' proxob +073, whit rewnta when 
he replyed, I hed - to give | bim ſuch « Licenſe n1'the Biſhop of 
London bed giveit hi vary diu' ſe bene & durame 
beneplacico; Trejoyn't evi we A I bad once promiſed to 


give 


z he Biſbop of Wotceſtefo.Letter 

give bim ſuch « Licenſe, bit withal, that it 585.45 true, that firff-I bad. 
ever Promiſed to give bim « Licenſe, if betoakit before I gaveit bims 
and that for this 2 yy * 0 of bis, I bad now forbidden him to preach. 
any more” $ y, That I knew more of bim fince then I did #t that 
time 3 for, firſt, Thad been credibly informed, that be bad abuſed the 
Biſhop of London's faverr in preaching feltunſly, though not in the 
City, yet in the Dioceſs of London, and I named the place to bins : Se= 
condly, that ſince that promiſe of minie (which cannot be ſuppeſed ns 
ether then con1itional) I my ſelf bad beard bim in a Conference inthe 
Savoy, maintaining ſuch a poſition as was defirutiive to Legiſlative pow- 
er both in God and Men (meaning the Afﬀertion before ſpoken of, 
viz, That the enjoining of things lawfull by lawfull Authority, if they 
might by accident be the cauſe f fiw, was ſinful) which Aſſertion of bis 
with the horrible conſequences of it I told bim then at Worceſter, I bed 
formerly told bim of at the Savoy openiy,end before all the company that 
Was at the Conferencr ; whereunto all that he replyed act my ſecond 
telling him at Worceffer, was, that be bad nſed ſome diftinfions ſave 
that Aſſertion from thoſe conſequences ; but what thoſe diſtinftions 
were he did not then mention, (as Dr. Wermfry can witnels)  - 
in this princed addreſs of his to his friends of Kiddermaiter, he faith, 
be did'tel{ the Biſhop in what «limited. and refiramed. ſenſe be and bis 
brethren wnderftood that Aſſertion.;z which whether they; did or nog 
will appeer by and by, when weſhall more nearly-cxamine, his priate 
ed Narrative as tothat particular, In the mean time, though | ſaid 
indeed that one that held -and was likely co teach ſuch Doſtrines, was 
noteo. be ſuffered to Preach unco-the- 4 petthis was noc then 
alledged by me as the cauſe orerime for which i had forbidden him 
co Preath; (for that, as | Gid before, wes His ng topreach with- 
eut Licenſe) bur only as a:rcaſon. why I - have thought my (elf 
rot obliged by che promiſe | had-formerly made himgto give him Li- 
cenſe, though he had not otherwiſeforfeited his claim.co thatypromile 
by Preaching without, \or he had it, - Laftly,.He, | have 
remembred another reaſon'l' gave him. why I.could. not bave niade 
good that promiſe, namely, theſe principles of Treaſan and, Rebellion 
pen extant in bis books, which I bad wot taken watice of till after 
the making of that pos and which till be ſhould recant in as publick- 
A&A Wanner, I thoug myſelf abliged n Conſcience ma? to ſu r bim to: 
preach im my Dioceſſsywhereunto his Anſwer was, That whatſcever. by 
bad ſaid or done 'wetbat> and, was pardoned by the Atl of Indempnity; 
True, (aid I,” ſo fari a3 the King can pardon-it, that is, in ana its 
corpors! pyniſhmens. bere in thus world, but it is God that muſt pardon 


, - «* 
- - 


Fo ” 


WO 


+ 


I : m—_ 


: F 
« 


the guilt or to ASL ack which be will 
net without R , and it is 1he Church that nent pardon the ſcan-+ 
dal, which ſhe cannot ds neither without an bonexrable Chcndethacd bee 
by publ rex and Recantation, 1 could cell Mr. Baxter in his 
ear likewiſc, ther in excuſe of his Rebellious principles formerly pub- 
liſhed, he ſaid, Theft xew the Parliament bad declaved where the Sove+> 


reign power was, be ſhould acknowledge it und to it; 25" if the 
King owed his Soveraigney to nts. rt ee a Parliament, which 


is as falſe as Rebellious, and Dn principle as any of his 
— however by what hath been faid, it appears that Mr. Baxter 
aps. pram at Kidderminfier, 8 upon 


(dy ra yes caul; 
Roe etch the Biſhop forbad a> Pave in Sos. a 


here. pal eauſe, the B Bip donor iden wry 
} , nor © ,Nor to 
: z any cauſe of it wavy © he che Galy 
rx Avery rnyabe rn Avery nn bxy merry the 
toy the other which he pretends, cogether with the third 
which he condiahy where f* wiid' diy the Cauſes why 
the Biſhop would noc take ibition, or why he would not 
PINGETD 6's Prov for neil k2 feonkd oukckbrecra 
ih until he ret 
chr Poon on able he hedopenty  alied ae che Gankerdannyo ad 
ly: renounce thoſt editions: and' tebellrous 
pabliched in his Books. And chis-ische truck lie 
nothing porch Ot aſſed betwixr; me 
©orne rtongrr 
ch not ' y 
Yows ;- whereinichat 1 might 
GC ent i __ 
ry only as Mr: Baxcer ſairh he doth cohis, buc| have 
ltr. Barr nil bs Afanromnd har 
r. 
ſeen thar Aﬀertiowim the ſamerſenſe that | ob MATS xy 
H(e|zicher it, affrided by: tir. Baxred RS ERORY hand: » 
| found Mr, Bexter atthe Savoy in a Diſpace, nas 
ceived that to keep him(elf off feons that cron ew argument 
woald elſe near co.the merics of the Canſ?, he had oftth afficmed in - 
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s "The Bijbop of Worcelter +tLetter . 
atel;to deny what he had before atarmed) the anſwers whictrhe {ad 

delivered written with his own hand were producal, ant up »- the = 
rea ling of them, the Juſtice of my charge was moſt apparent; where« 
upon I urged h'm farther, that+chis Atfertion of his was nat only, 
falſe, buc deſtruftive of #ll Authority > Humane and Divine, as ne: 
only denyingall power to the Church of making: Canons EcclefiaRti-! 
cal for the better ordering und governing: ofche Church: bur als 
taking away all Legiſlative Power from. ing and Parliatacac, and: 
evenirom God idadelf | delivered at the ſame time my reaſon for 
whatcl ſaid, which was briefly this, becauſe there can -be nd A& foi 
good of it ſe, but may prove per Afecidens,, or by Accident, a fin 4 
And therefore, if to command an Aﬀ which may prove pir eccidexs! 
« fin, bes ſin, then-every Command muſt bez fin. Andifto eom-+ 
mand be 2 fin, then certainly God can command nothing, beea uſt 
God cannot ſm ; and by the ſame! reaſon, Kings, Parliaments = 
hog TRE 11 not to command any thing, becauſe they ought 


to fin. 1 293” 643.1 Srngt 
Thus farre I then charged' Mr. Baxter, and to-this Charge he geve 


then no fatisfaftion. Neither can I yet conceiveit poſſible to 
 (ariaſaftion , bur by one of theſe two waies, cithey by prong 


the afſertion, with which I cha him, was never ins, or by 
ing that the conſequence 1 » is mor gpod yz acithes of which wes 


he then ble to doe ; #nd by what he hath nowbeen pleaſed co pub+ 


liſh, ic is mare then: probable that / he can never perform either of 


been, ar eld kim. Beſides, 
the relating of this there Narrative ,/ relies wholly his = 
memory ;inotfo much a8 endearouring coſas himicle bers he 
pr 
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. ' $owebs vo Mr, d bs on : ; EY F* 
preſumed ev ſatake others. ottoman Fug maybeinober PL. 
| know ner, in this if it kath been fajcdfull co him. be hath been very 
unfaithfall ro others. - He relates an Anſwer in what cerms he plca+ 
feth, and brings one ition, ar mas by his Opgeneae, in whet 
rernohe thinks fit, and = 7 arms this anſwer to that propa», 
frrion he propoundeth-as nll his Crimi 5 whereas hisenſwer was farre 
more largely _ IN feveral in-ſeveral Syllo- 
rad whi which he eth wes but one, or 1a» 
ther none 4 rb moſt ſhamefully abuſed his Diſciples at 
Kidderminſter, with # ſhort and partial Narrative of kis fa&. 

Avfor tits Corcurring with Learned Reverend Ercithren, ( which he: 
_ retend'to be-pare ofthis Crime) and'his invidious infiuua- 
they ave nwv forbidden to Preach for it, though be be; the. 

re er He r eemigen gran a wo mumpnty ord 


toaſt ed fair 
Mr. By nOu9-« 

| Dn: 

in juſtifecation of bimfelf, is 


icon Aﬀertions Serondly, upon: the di ſeveral: 
—_ to'which his -anforer was wr rams. 1 \Thiedly,. 


That be ſays mare now, ve ther which-bad 
is moſt Falls, end inal probab F 
75 tanpprrpikurt And this will 


rand of-all rho | | 
DE rc 
To Conmand e Nevy to" Sta (be fayer) is lawful but i Fir wary 
fareſeen rhet tl into the Edemies band; or wore liks to pe- 
riſh by aw ut, it were « fltoſedld then Is there more then he- 
era. erc one pre eee inch roptin 
£t exprefty in _ 
That the 48 tn it Jelf , wes dl oy fappoſed to-beve+ "—" 
ſequent, which the Commander of tt ought to provide ay uinft x 
m_ ſtated, Mr. Baxter effirmed, That hpi pm 4 Ng ea be rac 


fnfull, the Contimandmg of 1 was fines. Now-cerrainlythe 
falling; 


'B Le Bifſbop of Worceſter's Letter ; 
falling of a Navy incv the Enemies hand, or the periſhing of it eno, _ 
ther way, if foreſeen, ought to be provided againſt by che Commage | 
der 3 whereas Mr. Bexters anſwer did impart, -Thac if any Prince” | 
did command a Fleet to Sea, though he did not- foreſee the Fleet * 
woul.i fall inco the Enemies hand, or periſh any ocher way, yetil by 
Accident it miſcarried chator any other way, which he could nag / 
foreſee, or weve not bound to provide again, the very Command az 
hrſt was fin. {me min Boba |, 

T he (ame reaſon nu)lifies his inftances of the poyſow, and the knife, 


by 
the gui is (15499 b2 
Savhepeer wth S: 
t are there, is of | 
ſame nature, and needs no addition of anſwer but 6aly chis, that Mr, 
Ft +5 a) oooe wa yak ry hoon inſerting the 
icy on fire, and in adding to the Parliament. 68 
inconvent arc 


_ 


double. fallik- 
ce impoſition 
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Command ({mfu], when his 'Arifivers 
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10 aq = encc Hhmmrecreee + Letter 
QiFlove thas 4 mane nature” —_— mi overvelue 
h-pra Fehr dpinipats char are #lweyes 
ror choſe that will not conform to them, «as it alwayes g whe 
been, (v6 it alwaycs. will bez heithat worthippeth God one way, will 
either judge or ema him-theat worthipperh God another way ; 
he chat Keeleth at, the Sacrament, will be thought i be  Idolacrons 
or Superſtitious by hig that Kneedeth net, and him thar kneelech noe 
will be chou ghe wiltul, oc weak, by him-char any wang And thus 
from di rows diſlike, from diſlike enmity, from n—_— 
potirion, ang com oppalition, firſt Separation and Schiſm in 
Church, andthen Faction, Sedition and Rebellion in the State'; which 
OA 7 nacuyel, and | would we had not found it to be 
by our own experiency; for as the State depends nyon the ſafety of 
che Chureh, fothe ſafety of the Church depends upon Unicy, and 
Uniry it ſelf depends upon Unifermity, and Liniformicy there can- 
got be, a4 there Leaks or divers wayes of worthip it 
the Caine hiv which will þc alwaicy, unleſfe ic be fawfal fa pub. 


lick Authority to oblige particulars. co one way of ick wor- 
ſhip, anil that under oe penalcicy, as the Law«g! —_— = 
ary to.prevenc the diſturbing of the publick andfafety; the 


preſervation whereof being the main:;end of all Laws, und of af 
naſcies' ed: by Law, thoſe praftiſes thac are cithvr 


or © deftryiyem this Ead, be; andno doabr 
:Bebpe to by re in'd by. ſevere penalties. ke lnwor therefore''the 


wot kneeling at the Sacrement, but the breaking of the Orders''of the 
which and the ering of the Peace and Sk of the whole, 
dt | wes puniſh; y.not admuting fi , 
as pry . [7 Qot as oil hdb ens 

da # the Flair; Way Sort deg = 

the Law-givers not Pry os 1 a the-Churches and 

Srares Peaee forthere ſakes. Grely when there recs 
| din lh of _pae or © of Ge is nach m5re 


pole Nite er yr ter 3 org 
wad, en tht ruige.of it} avrhe: —_— NE 
by their own coroner ail who by cheiv Apron arnght n 


eſe ſeparacion from 1s 
co ſeparate from them, wn ly tom = 
* 00 #horher, there: was naching = 

or decency left inthat Church, which was formerly -_ hope by 
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wit 


the Prudence and ney 

Glory arid Partern of all other 
in the world ; of which, bythe way, there is not one which doth 
not ufe as great ſeverity for the preſerving of Unity by Ulniſormiry 
as we do, even in this particular ; for de noe the Proteſtant Church 
& in France enjoy ee foie land, Scotland, 
and the Church ' Joe German Arte aR ering, and 
che Churches that AT: Caihes hr ol elewhere A Xneel- 


5 we do, and all of them uportthe ſame” penalty of nor recei- 
ee itotherwiſe? And is pnlly.arhio+ for out-Chareh;” «8s for all 


other, Proteſtant, and all other Chriſtian to yequire of-her 
childtetj the Iike cxnkoehinty to her lays under the Hike pentlcy for the 


\ Baktoer, $4. vI 


Authority - oval again) rhe 


fame end,fe to earthe theme danger Sniper ten 
chis queſtion od root him «1, 7 eſt —_— it _—_— 
an mjunttion upon we « penalty Fil, whereſoever wa by whom 
ſdever'ir is FR kt —betle fucken Aroher- 
ho 

; if ir 
rather chen'Mr, Baxtey nyft not be —— 
before ſeen the 


and the nivdefty ofthe Nin aL Tadea 


party, for crime” ab nite, : irc” 
and the ref 'of his perfiraſion thi + thai SF paper 
grievous Di kege Aomrths Sthrameds hacer oti 
Gee receivs it in that way and upon thoſe terms that"'the Church of- 
fers? if they doe, why chen' do rhey deny ir co (© nx jams non. 
and thirff after it, whenſoeveretthier Lins they —_ 
or ficknefſe, or ſome other” bodily or: Ih 
Church for it? chock Ng Catho! Ohureh bn the 
Twelfth Canon of the firſt Genera) Council commands 'it be gi- 
bag —rchers RC tr ware > 
are it Extremis, or our wor 3 
have rhey ſuffered (© ee Parihein Exgland under their 
to have been ethos x Conrmnion aggar £4 woos pare 
a 1 am credibly informed they bave? Thirdly, 1 
thoſe from the Sacrament, that willnor come | 
be examined by chem, rhere neither preeept nor 
mga nor Canon in the Ch either w warrant 6 require 
|, or to oblige che People to firbmit to it upon «ny ſughipenaley?" 4 
em ſure Sr, Pal when he _— I Church of Corinth for 
coming 


Proteftaric and” Reformed ©t Churches £ *© 


coming ignorantlywothe Sacramentzand for behaving themſelves pro. | 
— C the. Sacrament, that. which he. preſeribes for avoiding the 
(ame or che like faizles for che futures not that every man ſhould come 
and be examined by the Minifter, but that .every man ſhould examine 
himſelf before be eat of that Bread and drink of that Cup ; And yer tl 
will not deny bus thagevery, man before he Lommunicates ought £9 
be well Carechis'd and inflryfted-by the Wniſter, and thereby ena+ 
bled co examine bimſelf che better 3, nor. MILI deny acicher buc thee 
cvery man may and ought in Caſe of ar 1 of mind or troyble of 
conſcience to adviſe wich, and to be advifed by him. that hath the 
eure of his Soul ; bet chat exery man. as: ofren as he. intends-to res, 
ecive.the Sacrament. thauld,be obliged under the penalcy of being 
rejefted from ity this is that which I wtterly deny, and which I cake 
to be the ſame thing in other words with that of Avriculer Confeſſeon z 
ſo that they who-cxatt the one, have no reaſon to. condemn the 0- 
ther, nnlefle ic be becauſe they would ingroſie it wholly unto them 
ſe}ves/ >) Hlamfocycr, if refuling the Sacrament tochoſe that will not 
kneel, whenche Ghurch.ecngoyos.1t,. he a penalty. fo Gp atrending 
the offence, how aweh-more muſt the ſame penalty tranſcend the of- 
fence , when there is vigdeert no offence at all ? for where there 
15 NO riueg, there cam be. no aregula,, where there is. no Law there can 
be no ganſgrefſiva,, and uenly rap 0g, no Law of God 
nor Man that requires all Commnacants to be pre-examined by. the 
Miniſter, choſe that arc refuſed the Sacrament becauſe they will noc 
be pre-examined, pt a wy with the (ame puniſhment which chey 
complain of, for-no.oftence at all. And therefore fi matim? digne 
«ſſem (may our Church lay) ts contumel;e, indigni ves, qui faceretia 
temens for, Wheat theu, 0. Man' that judge} another f nay,. that 
_ thy Mother, when: then doeft —_—_ or worſe, thing, then 
e are for which.thou condemneſt her ? and how can any man of 
reaſon be ſo (cru - a6 £9quir, his Calling, rather then deny the 
Sacrament to thole that will not reccive it kneeling,when the Church 
commands it ſhould neither be taken nor g"en otherwiſe, and yet 
make no ſcruple at all of denying. it to whole Pariſhes, ing 
jt to theſe that cannot.come. to. Church for it, w_ deſirous of it, 
#nd-qualified for -it, and ſuch as have moſt need. of it to ſtrengthen 
their faith in their Jaſt Agony? and laſtly, of denying it to ſuch as 
refuſe ro be pre-cxamined by them, and all this wit any com« 
mand- or warrant from Gods Word, end contrary to the Command 
and Cuſtome ,of Gods Church ? whereby ic plainly appears, rhac 
eichen they do- not think the receiving of the Sacrament of ſo great 
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1 abebimg. Mr. Baxter, Ove. - | 43 
rmportagce, #5 indeed ig is, northe denying of it ſo great an injury 
oc panilbmen: a6 they prce ir 3 0 ls #nqvdex v7 2.4 
every Minifier tobe a Monarch or Soveraign Law-giver jm his ewn 
Pariſh, and chis indeed is that they wonld fain beat, now they have 
loſt their hopes of Governing the whole Ki z for you (ce 'by 
what Mg. Bexter acids, that if they may not be ſuffered to give or 
deny the Sacrament to whom they pleaſe, and in effe& to doe whar 
they liſt in their own Pariſhes, they threaten to qair their Stations, 
which he calls being Ejeted Ge dare not put away all that will 
wot kneel at the Sacrement : And this menace they ofren repeat 
upon all .eccafioas, .a$ if they were the only men that could car 
on che, workof the Lord 31 or as: if | the Church muſt needs 

and paid 3 if «© wanted, ſuch: Pillars as they are to Id 
it, ( thanks be co GOD for it ) the CHURCH. of 
England is not yet —— their endeavours to thar 
purpoſe) reduced to lo very ill 8 condition, that ſhe cannoe ſubfiſt 


without; them;; a3 lang as they can continue to be what they have 
been the ſgwers and fomonters of Schiſna in the Church, and ſedition 
iatheState 5 and as long as they continue to do as they have done 
inthumouring, and hardning, and confirming the people in their ob- 
ſtinace ſtanding out againſt the lawful commands ofcheir Superiours 3 


which they would never have doae at all; if theſe men had not = 
feſt infyled into-chemt theſe ſcruples. And: therefore as God asked 
Adam and How came you ts know that you are nakgd? foifl 
ſhould ask fouls whom thoſe ſly and ſubcle Serpents have 

iled and How came you toxnow that you (hall fin a- 
gainſt God if yor+. obey the Qcders of -the Church in Generall? ' or 
particularly how came you to-know,. That it is againſt the Canvas of 
the 'Goner all Councels, ani meny bundred years pradtiſe of the Church 
to Kneel in the Ad of receiving ? Did you or can you yourſelves read 
thoſe General Councels? my 03 you examine (5 many hun- 
dred years pradtiſe of the Church as Mr. Buxter ſpeaks of ? What 
anſwer canthey meke tothele demands, but chat which Eve made ur- 
to God? , The Serpent beguiled my, and I did eat; Mr. Baxter, © or 
Cnc. ſuch Godly and Learned-'men as Mr. Baxter is, did: cell. us 
fo, and we believed them: But what if Mr. Baxter do not believe 
chat _ nn tn —_ have you __— For firſt te 
have you believe chat chere.is greatreverence: and reſpe&to be given 
(as indeed there is) coche Canons: of General Gorunce!s, and toi the 
Catholich praiſe of the Primitive -Chureh 4 . bur doth roms 
| eve 

” "Woes 
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ſieve this ? if he do, why did he ſofarioully 'oppole that Which «Nl | 
General Councels approve of and confirm? 1mcan the Goveriutiene - 
ef the Church by biſhops in the ſenſe wherein i is afſerted und 
practiſed in one Church ? Or why did he perfmade SubjeRts co take 
up Arms againſt their Sovereign? 'which he knows to be contrary to 
the Dorine and praiſe of the Primitive Chriſtians f5r many hun- 
dred years more then he ſpeaks of, Secondly, Mr. Baxte# would 
have you believe, that Kneeling at the receiving: of the Sacrament 
is forbidden by General Councels, and contrary toche caſtome and 
eliſe of the Antient Church, which | um id he doch not be= 
ivehimſelf; 1 am tare chere is no convincing reaſon to mule” hiok 
believettz for it is not the Ancient Churches injuntion to ftand 
when they prayed becwizt Exfter and Whitſontide, that will prove 
they were forbidden to Kacel when they received; eſpecially if che 
Presbyterian opinion be true, that we are not to br in the Mit of pray- 
ing, when we arc in the 4G of recewing z bat Age on -(4s no 
doubt we may and oughe to pray) in che A@ of Recei "gy then 
ſuppoſing the Ancient Injuntion of the Chureh to ſtand «Prayer 
upon Sundaies betwint Exffer and Whiſontide to be ſtill in force; 
yet all che reſt of the year we are to kneel when we Pray, and con+ 
ſequently when we Receive, though there were no particular com- 
mand of our own Church for ic. Befides, Mr. Baxter knows not 
the aforeſaid Injuntion of the Church was bur Temporary, tilfthe 
ae andepny 6 confirmed inthe Doftrine ang Behef of che 
urreftion ; for if it had bcea of perperual obligarion,and were fill 
in force, Mr. Baxter muft needs condemn the whole preſent Church 
of Gad for kneeling when they pray berwint Teffer and ontide, 
and particularly he muſt moſt of all condemn” hiaself and the pres< 
bnetians of Englend, for not ſtanding when they receive; if at leaſt 
thet Injun&tion be to be underftood of Receiving as well arPraying z 
whieh 1f it be nor, then it is urged by Mr.Bex:er inft us to no pur- 
, 88 indeed ic iss And cherefore no doubt Mr. Bexter doch not 
ieve himſelfe what he would' have others believe, when eth 
that occaſional t injantien of the Church for fteandorg a- 
gainft kreeling ; which if it be of force, muſt nesds ore 
preftice of ſuting. as well as ours of keveling: The like may be 
of Chriſts ex; » win. nb Swan alſo; for would he, or would he 
not have his Di eve that they are obliged ro doe as Chriſt 
did ; if he would not have them believe fo, why doth he preſſe them 
with Chriſts example? if ke would have them believeſo, I demand-«- 
» . gain 
—> 
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gain , whether he doth believe ic himfelf.or no? if he- do not, ic is 
plain be is a ſeducer of the peeple: butifhe do believe it , he mult 


needs condemn the French Prechyteriens for Sanding , 25 well as the- 
Engle Proteflants for kneeling z, nay he muſt needs condemn himſelf 
and all other Chriſtians in the world for not doing as Chriſt did in 
poinc of time, ] mean for not giving and receiving the Sacrament in 
the Evening, as Chriſt did , as well as he condemns us for not doing 
as Chriſt didin point of geſture z unleſs be can prove ( which! chink 
he cannot ) that we are of necefiity ro follow Chriſts example in one; 
circumſtance of the Game afion, and not in another ; and in that 
circumſtance which is lefſe, but not irrthat which is more material; 
for certainly chat circumſtance which denominates the aftion (4s the 
circumſtance of time doth the Lordsſupper) is moſt material ;and yec 
that circumſtance by the conſent of all Chriftendome is alcered from 
the Evening to the Morning, and fo wasthe geſture or poſture of re- 
vwig res my that upon mott juſt and weaghty reaſons, till chole 
bac delight in. thange would needs have ic iſe, and that per- 
heps for no other reaſon, bat becauſe they found it ſeeled in the 
Church-: This is nee to follow Chrifts example, who in chings in- 
different in their awanacure conform'd his iſe to that of che 
Church.in which he lived, though varying in fome circumſtances 


from the Primitive Infticution z and particule Ro very a&ion, 


rl 
from which 6 us with Chrifls example : For it is certain that 
Chriſt and bis Ditciples ate at. the Paſſcover, it be uncemaity 
whether he ovthey [ace at thegiving and i Sacramenit or 
no, for it was. juiſ« 74 Sarrieas, =fter be bad ſupped, faich the Text, 
Luke. 22. 20.) Howſocver it is certain, I ſay, that Chriſt and hisDiſ- 
ciples face they eat the Paſſcover, and this no doubt was accor- 
ding to the. cnftome of the Jewiſh:Church ac that time; but it is as 
certain that this was noe the manner according to the firſt infticutions 
of it, which\wasco-ext it Gaxdang, ns you may read Exod, 12. 13. 
—_— —_— I us,.is to urge Chrifts exam. 
pleagainit hindeif; for as we our ſclvex to the Churches or- 
derand cuftome of.our t3mes, in. receiving the Communion other- 
wiſe in, peent:ob geſture, chen perhaps it was received at the fieft wn- 
Ricution x a II ut ogy ST TUE the or- 
der and-pratife of che Church of their cimes,did celebrace the Paiſe- 
over echerwilc them according to the firſt Inſtimtion it was to be cele= 
breted in point ofgature alſo ;.thereby incending_ to ceach,ugthat as 
long a3 the Eficacials of Doftrine and Workhip (which are _— 
"#2. of 
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able) are preſerved, we are not to ſeparate from the Church 9# 
quarrel with our Superiours, if thoſe things that are in their we ria» 
rure alterable, be not alwaics and in all places juft thefamethar they 
were at firſt; becauſe there may be very jaſt cauſe for the alceracion 
of them ; and whether there be ſuch a cauſe or nointhis and the like 
particulars, it is the Church that is to be the Judge. i Sothat there i 
nothing that can be colle@ed either from the Canons of the Coun- 
cels, or from the praiſe of the Primitive Church; no nor* from 
Chriſts own example, that can prove Kneeling at the Sacramerſt t6 be 
a ſin; neither doth Mr. Baxter himſelf believe itto be finful, for If he 
did, he would not ſay (as he does Pag. 4. 11. of his five Diſputations) 
that be bimſelf would knee rather then difturb the Peace df the'Chirth; 
or be deprived of its Communion. In which words: be cohfeſſech, 
Firſt, that Kneeling at the Sacrament is not finful or: unlawful a8 
condly, that not to Kneel-when it is impoſed, is co diſturb'the Peace 
of the Church ; and Thirdly, that the impofing-of it upon - penalty 
of being deprived of the Communion, is an ua] means to make 
thoſe that otherwiſe m_ _ knecl, ne conform to it ; urns _ 
uently, that the impoſing of it upon ſuch a penalty isprudens : 
rotional;edd whatſoever is prudent and rational cannot be unlawſul z 
fo that not only the A& of Kneeling it (eIf, bur the impoſition of ic 
by lawfyl Authority muſt needs be lawful. Neither indeed would 
the People ſcruple at the impoſition, if they had not been taught that 
the thing it ſelf were unlawtul, or if Mr. Baxter would: yet teach then 
to believe what he himſelf believes, namely, ' that ic is z which 
with what conſcience he can' refuſe to do I know not ; - for ſure he is 
obliged co teach them obedience not to Divine Authority only, but 
to humane Authority alſo in all lawful things ; and notto ler them go 
en inſuch an-erronecous opinion, « will difturb the Peace, and deprive 
— Communion of the Church, and ly make them fin 
againft God and Man and their own Souls. - Of which fin of theirs 
he muſt needs be a partaker in a great meaſure, if he do not perſwade 
chem from it ; ſeeing aprons. ao . are c 
poteft, jubet. And what Power be hath to lead: or miſlend thoſe kind 
of men, 1beir venturing co-kill and be killed -in = mo unrjghteous 
| (upon his periwafion) hath more then | 
þ cxreh the time of the late troubles; unleſſe be wilt{ay that be hach 
conjured up a Spirit that he cannot hay.  Howſoever by howmuch 
the more faulty he bath been in miſleading thew hererofore, by (Þ 
much che more mo Beet Ser oh ROGTREET 
| hereafter 3 
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And .now'(to uſe, Mr. Rexters.own words). þ think there is no man 
to be found eonearth, that bath theordinary reaſon of a Men, but wil 
confeſs, That in is indeed deſiruttive of all Gevernment and Legiſlative 
power, to Aſert (as Mr. Baxter did Aﬀert) the command of a thing i 
it ſelf lawful by lawful Autbority, under no unjuſt puniſhment, with no 
evil circymtance, which the Gunnanier can foreſee or ought to provide 
again} (tor 21] theſe pre-cautions were expreſly put in the propofi- 
tion which Mr. Baxter: denied) & « ſinful Command, for a0 other ree- 
ſon, but beeanſe the Att C ommanded may be by Accident a fir. 

Let Mr. Baxter then know, and (if he have ingenuity enough? con= 
feſs, that the words | ſpoke (as to this particular ) were words of truth, 
and words of charity alſo, as being intended and ſpoken to no other 
end, but to andeceive that People, who by having his perſon tos 
euch in admiration (as if he could neither deceive nor be deceived) 
had been (o long and fo dangerouſly miſlead by him; fo that it was 
not I that defamed himthen, but it is he that bath defamed me now. 
Neither could I expe&t lefſe from the boldnefſe of this man and that 

» who have had the. confidence publickly co own the obligation 
of the Covenant, even ſince it hath been condemn'd to be burnt by 
the Farliament. And truly | ſee no reaſon why all thoſe Books and 
Sermons which have been Preach'd and Printed in defenee of the 
Covenant, or to maintain the ſame or worſe principles of Seditioa 
D ( then 
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13 The Bi ſhopof Worceſter; Letter 
then arc inthe, Corenaneythould abr be burnt allo. ' Nay | date be 
bold to ſay, thatifche Authors of lich\Books arict Sermiony were mor 
{till of the ſame oftinions (anct:if theybe, God deliver tis-from (ich 
Preachers) ifthey were nottill, I ſay, of the ſame opinions but did 
truly repent of-chein, and were heartily forry for the ' horrible nriſ- 
chicf they have done by them, they would with thoſe converted Ex« 
orciſts, AQ. 16, 19, bring atb thoſe 'Conjuring Books "'of theirs toge- 
thers and toſaye the Hang-man a labour , would” pubkckly ' burn 
them all with their own hands,” that ſo, though by the' burning of 
their works they may perhaps ſuffer ſome loſſe in peint of wo gre 
with ſome of their Diſciples, yet they themſelves may be ſaved, Bat © 
aS by fire, 1 Cer, 3- 15- Atleaſt they ought to be enjoyned to write 
Books of RetraRation, as St. Auguſtine did; having muck more rea- 
ſon to do ſothen St, Anguftine had-'i - | 

And this Sir is all I have toſay = this occafhon, and more a 
great deal then I thought to haverſaid, or then perhaps was needfull 
to be (aid to one that knows Mr. Baxter and me as well as you do; 
which if ic ſatizfie you, as I hope it will, you may do __—_ caſc 
with it, in order to the ſatisfving of others; for rhis is'tht firft and 
laſt crouble } mean to put my ſelt to of this kind, whatſoever proyo- 
cation'l may have from him hereafter. 


\ 


Your very affetionate Friend, 
and Seryant, 


G. W orceſter, 


The 
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\ His Propofition being bbetabeem. vie. | 
T a ommand which commands poor ne} en! 
no other alt or circumſtance unlawful, is not ſinful. 
 Mr< Baxcer demied 51. for tws _gees which: be gay e in Pith bi ewe 
band in writing thus : One is, Becauſe that may be a ſin per accidens, 
which isnoe forinir:(el, ard. aghderitabiels comment 5, Tim oney bc 
char/1rcidenc be Pri aware) ry er a, a 


commanded under an unjuſt penalty, <.1015-42 $04.4, 
- Again this Propdſniow being brought by us, | 

That Command _ tetaee ur He imijrifedfilewfub aud no 0+ 
ther Att wherby any nepeſounCſques whence 
per certems Joy fu © Ween mEporgh (06 Prue 
vide againſt, is not ſinful. 


Mr. Baxter dexied it for this reaſon given in with bie 0" bend in 
writing !hus : Becaule the firſt AG& commiarided may be pry accidens 


unlawful, ant be quran Ora Nr ape Mentors 
ARt of — 
/ 11 F118 W107 an ute: 14 1h 6! 11292 


Again this ,olition beingbroughTbpay: 26 
That Senitabk conmendreib an Att in i fol lam fil acnd ne: #- 


ther Att whereby ay unjuft» penalty is a; pr 4907 any cirpmaſtenc 
whence diredly or per accidens any fin+& c . whicþ 
mandey ovight is prblouge bath in #f v7 
fulneſt of # Command) *exs Y4. 

an At per wetidens wela y of 

Juſt penalty. 


Mr. "fr. deyied it apoo | the ſame Reaſons. ; 
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Ee Mr. Bower ſbonld ſay. 1 bave defamed bim once moregby charg- 

mg bim with deviſing-and publiſhing Maxim of Treiſvr, Sedition 
and Kebelion (which till he ſhould 4 publiquely recant, 1 thought it un- 
fit to reftore bim #0 the ex iſe of Yao of the Mini/try in my Dieceſs) 
I think viy ſelf obliged to'ſet down ſome few of bis political Theſes or 
Aphoriſms in bic own words , & they are extant ( though it be ſtrange 
fuch a Book, ſpould {till be extant} in bis | Holy Common-wealchJimeſ 
falſly and-prophanely fo called. "} 1 


Mr, Baxtet's Theſer of Government and Governours in general. 


] Overnoursare ſome limited, ſome de fafio unlimited : The un- 
linixed arc T yrancss. and have no:rnght to that unlimited Go- 
vernment, P.106. Theſ.101. EAI"-+6j 12 
11, The 3; geting of neceſſity tothe being of Soveraign Po= 
wer ares" 4» So much underſtandmgy-:2. So niuch willer goodaels in 
hinrſelf, . 2," So much ſtrength or exceutive power by his intereſt in 
the wo others, n«.are neceifary tothe ſaid ends of Governmeat, 
P. 130. The). 133+ We Y 


IT. From whence he dednceth 3. Corollaries, ( vi2.) 
3. When Providence deprivcth a'nian of his underſtanding and 


- intelleQual Capacity, and thar Natedly or: to bis, ordiuary temper, 


ic maketh hip: materiam indiſpoſitem and uncapable of Government, 
though nocaſthe name.s Thee adn ied ot ads e172 n 
© > f God\ peengic Princes tecurn fo wicked as to be uncepeble of 
grnattingly a$ is conliſtentwith che ends of Guvarnant, be permits 
them te epolechamic] ) Thoſ, x36 Mom: +8 190 49 TA h 
"9+. If Providenes (iy pdiablebinn that po Sonapaige from 
Cy Po I aanBiopti pY oegather ends of Go- 
VernmLcNt, 6c" Makes: hin. ac (ubjeQ.of the power, and ſo 
depoleth him. Theſ, 137. gl 4-9 
TIS \ $92) 1 1 | . 
IV. Whereunto be ſubjoyns, that thongh it is poſſible and likely that 
che puke is or way be theirs, who oY diſabled their Ruler % de- 
{crting him, yer he is diſmiſſed and diſobliged from the charge -of 
36S Govern- 


— 


a Sa © R o« wow 
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Mr.Baxter's Theſes. wry 
Government ; and particular innocent members are diſobliged from 


being Governed by him. | 


V, It the perſon (viz. the Severaign) be jultly difpoſleſt, as by a 
lawful War, in he Joſerh his right eſpecially if be «9. 
Canſtitution and end-enter imto = Military ftate againſt the Pcople 
themſelves, and by them be conquered, they are noc obliged to re> 
ſtore him, unleſſe there be ſome ſpecial obligation upon them betides 
their Allegiance. Thef. 145. 


VI, If the perſon diſpofſefs'd,though ic were unjuſtly, do afterwards 
become uncapable of et it is not the Duty of his Subjedts 
to ſeek his reſtitution, ”w_ 146. No not alchough (ſaith be) the in- 
capacity be but accidental, as if he cannot be reſtored but by Arms 
of the Enemies of God or of the Commonwealth. 


VII. If an Arnjy (of Neighbours, Inhabitants, or whoever) do 
(though injurioufſy) expel the Soveraign, and reſolve to ruine the 
Commonwealth, rather then he ſhall be reſtored ; and if the Com- 
monwealth may proſper without his reftauration, it is the Duty. of 
fuch an injured Prince for the Common good-to reſign hi» Govern- 
ment, and if he will not, the pzople ought to judge him as made un- 
capable by Providence, and no to ſeek his reſticution tothe appatene 
rume of the Commonwealth. Thef. 147. 

Where by 1be way we are to note, be makes the people judge of this 
and all other incapacities of. the Prince, and conſequently when' or for 
what be is to be Depoi'd, br not Keftored by them. 


VIE. If therefore the ri | Governour beſo ſong diſpoſſels'd, that 
the Commonwealth can be no ſonger without, but to the apparent 
hazard Of its ruing, we (that is, we the prople ,. or we the Rebels that 
diſpe(ſds's him } are tojudge that Providence hath diſpoſſeſs'd the 
former, aud preſgmly co conſent to anather. Thef. 149, 


IX When the People are withone a Governour, it may be the duty 
of fuch as have mot ſtrength, ex charitate, to prote@ rhe telf ſrom 
inJary. : iTheſ.. 150+ and: conſequently they are to ſubmit themſelves 16 
the, Parliament, 'or te that Hrowy which depoſed or difpeſſefs'd or ur» 
&dertd the rightful Gonernoxe. | "s 4 


X. Pro» 
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- Mr. Baxter'# Theſes. on 8 
X. Providence by Conqueſt or other means dpth uſe ſ6t6:qaali 
ſome perſons above other for the Government whrk the place-ts yoids 
that no other perſons ſhall be capable competitors, and che perſons 
( doth not be mean the Cromwells?) fall be us «s named by 
Providence, whom the People are bound by God: ts choolt, bve-con- 
ſent to, ſo that they are uſually brought nader «' divine obligarion 
to ſubmit coſuch or ſuch, and take thera far cheie Governoutrs, before 


thoſe perſons have an atual rightto Govern... Thi. 151. 


Xl. Any thing that is a ſufficient fizn of the will of God chat this is 
the perſon, by whom we mult be Governed is enough { as joyned to 
Gods Laws ) to oblige 1s ro conſent and obey him as our Governonr, 
Theſ. 153+ 


X11. When God doth not nocably declare any- perſon or- perſons © 
qualified above others, there the people muſt judge as well as they are 
able according to Gods general rules, Thef. 157. | 


XII, Aud yet All the people have nor this right of choofing their 
Covernours , but commonly a part ofevery Nation muſt be coni- 
pelled to confent, &c, | | 


X1V. Thoſe that are known enemies of the Common Good: in the 
chicfeſt parts of it, are unmeet to Govern or chooſe Governours, but 
ſuch are mulcicudes of nngodly vicious men. Peg. 174 So that if 
thoſe that are firongeſt ( though feweſt ) call themſelves the Godly Part» 
ty, all others beſides themſelves are to be exoluded from Governing 'of 
chooſing of Governmours. As amongt the ungodly that are to be thus excl/u- 
ded be reckons all thoſe that will not hearken ro cheie Paſtors ( be 
means the Preihbyterian Claſiis ) or that are deſpiſers of the Locds- | 
Day, that is, all ſuch as are not Sabbatarians , vr will' not keep tho 
Lords: Day after the Jewiſh manner, which' they preſcribe, and which 


is condenmed for Judaiſm by ill even of the terian perſweſion in tho 
world, but thoſe of England and ut: 9 A PIO 


© n 


.. XV. I a Peoplethat by Oath and Day are ton Soveraigr, 
(ball Gufully diſpoſels him, and contrary to their Covenants, chooſe 
end,Covenant With another, they may be obliged, by cheir-lacret 
Covenant notwithſtanding their former. and particular: ſubjefds 
that conſented not in the Veecking of their former Covenants, may 


ets. Ay a a _ 


”" Ms. Baxter's Theſes.” * 23 
yet be obliged by occalion of their latter choice tothe perſon whom 
they chooſe, 'Theſ.' 191, 0 | 


XVI. -If a Nation | injurioufly deprive theinſelves of a worthy 
Prince, the hure will be their own, . and they puniſh them(clves 5 
but if ic be neceſſarily to their welfare, it isno injury to him, But 
a King that by way will ſcek reparations from the: body of the 
People, doth put himfclf into en hoftile State, and tells them aftually * 
that he Jooks co his own-good more then theirs, and bids them 
cake him for their Enemy, and fo defend themſelves if they can- 


Pag. 424- 


XVII. Though a Nation wrong their King, and ſo queed Meritune 
Ro lg _ on the _ fide, yet may be ye lawſ —— againſt 
the on that account, nor 287 bim in ſuch a war, 
becauſe propter flnewe he hath the worſer cauſe. The. 352, 

And yet # he tell ws (pag. 476.) we were to believe the Parliaments 
Declarations and Profelſions which they made, that the war. which 
they raiſed was not agaiaft the King either in reſpe& of bis Authority, 
or of his Perſon z but only againſt Delinquent 190 "30g and yec they 


adually fought ageinfſt the King in perſon, and we ore to belicve 
Ck Mr. Baxter pag. 432+) ther men would kill them whom they. 


agaialt. 


Mr. Baxter's Dodrine concerning the Govern- 
ment of Erglend in particular. 


'VE oo the Government of England to be Monarckical in theſs- 


I, The real Soveraignty here amongſt us was in King, Lord, and 
Commons, Pag. 72. FR 


24 Mr. Baxter'sDoGrine, & Co 


II- As to them that argue from che Oath of Supremacy and title 
given the King,! refer them {ſaith Mr. Baxter) 
co Mr. Lewſor's anſwer to Hobb's Policicks, - ro h 
eweth chat the Title is ofren” he gives che 


where he 


_—_ 


re refer 'd them 
450. where 
e anſwer to 


given in the ſingle Perſon for the honour of *< ſame objeftian. 


the Commonweakh and his enacou 
minet intereſt , but will not prove 


+ becauſe he hath an e-. 
whole Soveraigety to be in 


him : and the Oath excludeth all others from without, not choſe 
whoſe ,intereſt is implied as conjun& with his — 
dignity and intereſt of che King above others allowed the name of 
a Monarchy or Kingdome to the Common wealth , though ia- 
deed the Soveraignty was mixed in the hands of Lords and Com- 


mons. p«g-88. 


The eminent 


IT]. He calls it a falle ſuppolition. 1. That the Soveraiga power 
was onely inthe King, Jac 19 char ir was an abſolnte Monarchy 
2, That the Parliament had but onely the vm Ie 1 g 
that they were enaRted onely by the Kings Authoricy upoin 
queſt, 3. That the power of Armes, and of Warre and perce'wed 


in the King alone. 


nd therefore ( ſa'th he) thoſe that argue froii 
being Fab 


theſe Falſe ſuppolitions, conclude that the Parliament 
may not take up Arms without hin, and that ic'is Rebellion to r 


him ; and moſt of this th 


& 


of Laws, and 
upon) their re- 


gather from the Oath of Supremacy, aud 
from the Parliaments calling of themſelves his Subj 


ground (| ſaith be ) are ſandy, and their ſuperftruQure falſe. p*g-459 


z but their 


460- 's x 
And therefore Mr. Baxter tells us, That though the Parliament are 


SubjcAs in one capacity, yet have they their pert in the Soveraignty 
0n this falſe and trayterow 
thellion,and but own. mort 


alſo in their higher capacity, Ibid. And 
ſuppoſition be endeavours to juſtifie the late 


then ordinary aciiveneſs in it, For, 


I V. Where the Soverainty ( ſaith be ) is diſtributed into ſeveral 


hands ( as the Kings and Parliaments 


: aud the King invades the 0s 
thers part, they niay lawfully defend their own by = ad ce Se 
jet lawfully afliſt them, yea though the power of the Militia be ex 


pielly given to the King, unleſſe it be allo expreſt that it ſhall nor be 


im the other, The. 363 


The conclulion ( ſaith be) needs no proof , becauſe Scveraignty, 
; as 
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Mr. Jake's Doftrine, &c. Fr 
. as ſuch, hath the power of Arms and of the Laws themſelves. The Law 
chac (aich che King ſhall have the 44:/1154, ſuppoſech it to be againſt Enc- 
mies, and nor the Common-wealth , nor them that have part of 
the $overaignty with him. To refit bim here 1s noc co refilt power, 
buc vſurpacion and private will ; in ſuch a caſe che Parliament is no mare 
£0 be reſiſted than he. Jbod., 
V. Ifche King raiſe War againſt ſuch a Parliament upon 'theic Decla- 
ration of the rs of the Common-wealch, the people are to take ic 
as raiſed againſt che Common-wealth, Theſ.-35 8. 
And in that caſe (ſaith be) che King may ner only be refiſted, bur ceaſcch 
£0 be a King, and encrethbinco a Rate of War with the people. T beſ. 36S. 
VI. Again, if a Prince rhac hath not the whole Soreraignty, be conque- 
red by a Senate thar harh the other parc, and char in a juſt defenſive W ar, 
that Senate cannot aſſume the whole Soveraignty, but (uppoſeth chat Goe 
-yernment in fpecie to remain , and therefore anorher King muſt be cho» 
ſen, ifthe former be incapable. . ( Theſ. 374.) 4 he tells ws, be is, by 
| be King, i» the :mmediately 
VI 


precedent T hel. = 
And yet in the Preface to this Book be tells as that the King with» 
drawing = calls the menrdering »f one King, and the caſting of of 10- 
"ther ) t rds and Commons ruled#alone ; was wot this to charge the 
ſpecies of the Government ? Which in the rmnsedzate words before be had af- 
to be in King, Lords and Commons ; which conſticution ( ſa:rh 
be) we were ſworn, and ſworn, and (worn again, to be faithful ro, and 
codefend. And yet fpraking per Parliammns which contrary to their 
Qaths changed this Grvernment by ruling alone, and taking j41 prerger wy 
upon chem the Supremacy, h2cefls us that they were the the wey com. 
beſt Governours in all rhe world, and ſuch as ir is forbid» mon-weatkb., 
den to Subje&s to depoſe upon pain of dzmnution. Pag-'v. 

What then w as be that dey?ſed thew ? one would: think My. Bixter ſhould 
have called him a Traytor, bat he calls hin in the - 9" Preface, the Lo'd 
Prote&or, aAding, That he did prudencly, piouſly, f1iirhſully, and +o his 
immortal honour exerciſe the Governinenrt, which he /eft to biz Son, to 
whom («s Hr. Buxter ſaith peg. 481+) h2 is bound ro ſubmic as ſer over 
us by Go3; and to obey for conſcience ſake, and to hehave' himſelf as 2 
Loyal SubjeR rowards him, becauſe ( .« he ſaith in the ſame place) a full 
and free Parliament had owned him : thereby implying, That a maime 4 
and manacted Houſe of Communs, without King and Lords and notwithſtard. - 


ing the violent expulſion of the jecluded Members, were a full and free Par- 
liament ; and conſequently that if ſuch a Parliament ſhould have taken 
Arms againſt the King, be muſt have ſided with them, Tea, thruch they 
had been never ſo —_ 


in favilt, and though they had been the beginners of the 
E War, 
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32 Mr. Boxter's Dc&rine, @ 6. 
War , for ht tells ws in plain and expreſſe terms, - 

V111, 1 hat if he hid known the Parliament had been the -beginners of 
the War, and in molt faulty yet the tuine of the Ttuttees and Repreſenca= 
rves, and ſo of alle ſecurity of the Nation, being a puniſhment greater 
than any faults of thd;s again{t the King could deſerve from him, their 
faulcs could nor diſ-oMtige him ( weaning himſelf ) from defending the 
Conmon-wealth, Pag. 480. 

And that he might do this lawfoll!, and with a good Conſcience, he ſeems to 
be ſo confident, that in his Preface, he makes as it were a challenge, ſaying, 
that if any man can prove that the King was the highelt power 1n the time 
ot thoſe Diviſions, and that hz hid power to make that War which he 
made, he will offec his head ro Juſtice as a Rebel. 

As if in thoſe times of Diviſion the Kino' had loft or forfeited hy Soves 
raignty, and the Parliament had not only a part, but the whole S oVeraignty 
1 themſelves, 

IX, Finally Afr. Baxter tells ws, p49» 436, That having often ſearched 
Io his h:art, whether he cid lawfully engage 1:to the War or not, and 
whether he diJ lawfully encourage ſo many thouſands tort ; he cells us, 
I ſay, char the iſſue of all his ſearch was but this, ----- That he canhor yet 
ſez that he was miflak:nin the mam cauſe, nor dares he repent of ir, not 
forbear doirg th2 ſame, if it were to do againin the ſame ire of things, 
He tells us indeed in the ſame place, that if he could be convinced he had 
ſinned 1n this matter, he would as gladly make a publick recancation , as- 
be would eat or drink : which ſeeing he hath not yet doney 1t-# evident he's 
ſtill of the ſame mind, and conſequently would upon the ſame occaſion do the _ 
ſame thi ge, viz. fight, and encourage as many thouſands as he could to fight 
againſt the K ing, for-any thing that calls ;t ſelf, or which ke is pleaſed to coll 
2 full and free Parliament : as pegs that he would own ant ſubmit to ary 
WW{nrper of the Severaignty, as ſet up by God, although be came to jt by the 
murder of his Maſter, and by trampling upon the Parliament. Lallly, That 
he would hinder as much 4 poſſibly he could, the reſtoring of uhe rightful 
Heir unto the Crown, And now whether a man of thr Judgement, and of 

theſe aſfeftions, ought to be permitted to Preach or no, let any, but himſelf, 
judge, 
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ed Letter unto a Perſon of Honour and Qualt- 
ty, Containing ſome eAnimadvyerſions upou 
the Biſhop of Worceſter's Letter. 


H onowrable and Wor hy Sr, 


Am to think You for the lat piece of Divertiſement you gave m2, m 
I ſending the Biſhop of Worceter's Letter, and 1 wiſh you would have 
'let me enjoyed the ſatistaRton I took In reading ut, without obliging 
me to give You my ſenſe upon it : For befides myunwillingneſs co med- 
dle in a Perſonal quarrel, ut will not,I chink, be very lafe for any to -rgage 
againſt ſo ang'y an Adverſary, which L ſhall be thoughc to dogthovgh 1 re- | 
ſolve to ſpeak nathing bur Truch in che Charadterl jnrend to give of him; 
Andit 3s brizfly chis, That, in fewer lzaves 1 rever yet rezd more Paſſion, 
which is ſo very predominant, that his diſordetly and abrupt (til: doth al- 
rogether pattake of it ; ſathat the Biſhops be(t way will be, ro ger his 
Heat miſtaken ſo Zeal, for-elſe ic may julily bz accounted ſomething that 
hath a worſe Name, and which, in the Dog-dayes will be very dangerous. 
_ This bing, Sir, my Judgement-upon the wasle Leger, You may well 
expect chat 1 ſhould make ic. good,by an Induction from particular inflan- 
c<8; bu: before Ido this, I mult deal impurtially, and-affure you, that as to 
th: main Controveiſis, 1 think the Biſhop hath much rhe berrer of Mr.. . 
Baxter : For.if th Queſtion between them, was as D-, Gunnirg, and Dr. 
Pear ſin doattet ſuch a Command is-ſo evidencly lawiul,that I (hall much 
wander if Mr, Baxter did ever diſ-ure it; and tiil he doth clearly diſp:ore 
thi chit was not the thing in Queſtion, 1 mul} needs rhink thx he hath 
much forgot himſe'f in making an ImperfeR and Partial Relation, 

Sertirg therefore alide the buſineſs of that particylar Conteſt ( wherein 
You ſee wn much I am inclined to favour the Biſhop ) there are other 
things in his Ltcer of general Concernment, which 1 chink lyable to juit 
Excception; As, * 

Firſt, That h2 ſuppoſetrh there is ſo fridt an Union, and ſo inſenerable 2 
Dependince between & ings and B hops, that they muſt and and fall trye- 
ther ; and all who art Enemies to the one, wal needs be Enemres to the other. 
I kaow very well chis Axiom 1s m_ calced vf, and ſome advantage may 
: . 2 be 
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. 44 Some Animaduerfiom upon 


be caken to confirm it, from the event of our late Wars : Ybu know like... 


wiſe, Sir, how much my 18 for che Order of Biflops panct bovy - 


Paſſionate a Lover 1 am-both of che Kings Perſon. and Goverrimiencs bur 
yet, being thus calfed by You todeclare rhe rmrt;though concrary romy 
own Humour and Interett, I muſt needs ſays - 1: It is clear from Scory, thar 
King: were in all parts'of the World, in their moit flouriſhing Eats, be. - 
ſore ever Biſhops were heard of ; and no reaſon can be given, why whar 
hath once been, may notwirh rhe ſame terms of-convenienee be again > - 
2. Biſhops as they are by Law eftabliſhed in Engiard, are purely the Kings 
ſubordinate Miniſters, in the management of Eccleſiaſtical Affairs ; which 
His Maje(ty may confer upon what order ot men he pleaſes, though they. 
be as much Lay perſonsas Youand I are, Icis cheretore very injurious to 
the Kings Anthority, to averre that He could not otherwiſe uphold and 
maintain 1t,chan by preſerving the Undue, and,as ſome think; Ancichriſtlan - 
Dignicy and Prelation of His inferiour Officers, . 3. Biſhops are ſo lierle 


| uſetul to ſupport the Regal Dignity (which is founded upon adiftin& Baks- 


of its own) that upon enquiry it Will be found, how none-have been grear- 
er Enemies to the True and Undoubred Soveraignty- of Princes, than 
ſome Biſhops themſelves : For by their Ofhcious,and ſcarce warrantable, . 
intermedling in Civil Aﬀairs; by their Abſurd: and Infigntficant diftin- 
guiſhing between Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Canſesr (of which laſt they have 
alwayes made themſelves ſole Judges) they mangle the Kings Authority, 
and as to Church-matters ( which may be extended as far as they pleaſe ) 
they leave the King nothing of Supremacy but'the Name. The Pope of 
Rome therefore(who is the great Father of all ſuch Biſkops ) hath impro-» 
ved this Notion and Dilin&ion ſo far that i ordme ad fprvetual:a,he hath 
laboured to ſubj-& all Civil Empires unto his ſole Juriſdition. So that 
if the Biſhop of Worceſter's Rule hold good, of Crimine ab 


Pag. $1, anno — Diſce onmes, i, e. That all men who ave of a Party may be 


judged of by the miſcarriages of one, then I muſt leave it to Yon 
to judge,whar all thoſe Biſhops, that are of the Biſhop of Forceſter's com-., 
plexion,do really drive at, by che fatal example of chat one Biſhops Ufur« 
ation ? For, 
4 Secondly, That Aſſertion, That the B, (hop of Worceſter ( and conſequent- 
ly every other Biſhop) #: the ſole Paſtor of all the Congregati- 
Pag, 1&3, ow inhy Duoceſſe, if it be at all deſemfible, I am ſurc can be- 
defended only by thoſe Arguments,which are commonly at 
ledged to maintain the Popes Supremacy over all Churches whatever, 
For fince a Biſhop can no otherwiſe diſcharge his duty herein than by 
providing S»b/1tates, what hinders bur che B;ſhop of Rome may as well 
overſce a million of Churches, as the Biſhop of #vrcefter five hundred-> 
| Since 
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the Beſbup of Worcefter"s Letter; 35 
Sirice if Deputation be lawtul, more or leſs compaſs and cirotir of ground 
doth nor at all ater rhe cafe, } forbear ro urge how contrary this Praftife 
is to the DoQrine of the Apoſttes,borh Pvt and Peter ( Thope the Biſhop 
will nor take ir 11 that I do not call chem Sainrr;for rhefe Holy men do not 
need any ſtile of Honour out of the Popes K alender, ) When 
Paxl had ſent for the Elders of the Church at Epheſra,he bids AR. 20, 38; 
them to fred the Church of God, over which ( not he tumfelf, 
by his fole Authoriry,as Biſhop of the Dioceſe, bur ) the Spirns of God had 
made them Eniononres i. e, Overſeers, or to uſe the proper flile, Biſhops, 
And Peter commands his Fellow- E 1derz, ( for ſo doth that Apoſtle conde- 
ſcend to call himfelf )) ro feed the Flock which was among them, Emiono»: 
TSVTES 9s thu. or Afting the Biſhopry nor (like the Biſhop of Forcefter ) 
as Lording it over Gods Heritage,but a Patterns of the Flock, Prom which 
places we learn, not only that Thoſe two ſo much controverted Names of 
Biſhop and Presbyter, are without diſtinRion aſcribed to the ſame Perſons, 
bur likewiſe, thir whoever feed the Flock,, are, wader Chriſt ( whom the 
ApolVe there (tiles che Chief-Shepherd ) rhe next and immediate Paſtors 
of the Flack; And toextend the Paſtoral Power beyond the aftual care of 
Feedmy, 1s a Notion alrogerher unſcriprutal, and likewiſe leaves us no | 
bounds where to fix, till” we -come to center upon ſome one Kiiverſal 
Pafter, who may claim this POwer over the whole World, by the ſame pa- 
rity of reaſon, that a Biſhop doth over one Duvceſſe. Saf 
Thirdly, It ſeems to be a Light, and ( to ſxy no more) unfeemly trifling * 
with ſacred Scriprure, to affirm,thar rhoſe words of our Sxyiout 
concerning ſuch as” come wot i» by the - Dooy, and therefore ave Pay. 3, 
Thieves and Robbers, ought to be underſtood of ſuch Miniſters, 
as preavh; to Congregations without the By ſhops Licenſe, Which thing, the 
Biſhop'(in great Heat and Earneſtneſſe,as if he had done 
very weli-in it ) tells us more than once, that it was the | Þ:5,6; 3; 96 
Principet reaſon why he filenced Mr, Baxter,» Truly if this | 
practiſe be juitiftable,and choſe who deſign themſelves RING the Gefiel 
muſt,beſides their Oydination, procure 4 Licenſe from a Biſhop, to do thar, - 
which a #oeis denounced againft, if they offer ro omir, Then r, I {ee not 
- Whar Ordinarion Fgnifies, hnce the Power thar then is given,tio Authority ; 
from Man carrtake away, any more than diffolve the Contra& of a Marri- 
age, much leſs impeach and hinder the free uſe of ir. excepr for Moral and : 
notoriouſly vicious Miſdemeanours. 2,For one MHin;fer of the Gofpe! (for 
cereainly a B:ſnop is. no more ) ro Silence another, and that for no berrer - 
Reaſon, than becauſe his Fellow-Miniſter 1s defirous to preach the Goſpet | 
withour.a vew Lreenſe, this is an abuſe of Dominion» which as our Saviout 
dothno where countenance, ſ6 en; Ages of the Church, were _ 
| 3 gether 
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| uſeful to ſupport the Regal Dignity (which is founded upon adiftin& Baks- 


be taken to confirm it, from the event of our late Wars : Ybu know like. 
wiſe, Sir, how much my 18 for che Order of Bufbops gandbow-. 
Paſſionate a Lover 1 am both ofche Kings Perſon and Goverridiencs buc 
yer, being thus cated by You to declare rhe rrurh;thovghr. contrary ro my /- 
own Humour and Interelt, I muſt needs ſays . 1: It is clear from Scory, thar + 
King: were in all parts of the World, in char moit ffouriſhing Eats, be. 
ſore ever Biſhops were heard of ; and no reaſon can be given, why whar 
hath once been, may not with rhe ſame terms of-cortvenienee be again 2-- | 
2. Biſhops as they are by Law cftabliſhed in Erglard, are purely the Kings - 
ſubordinate Miniſters, im the management of Eccleſiaſtical Aﬀairs; which- 
His Majelty may confer upon what order ot men he pleaſes, though they. 
e as much Lay perſonsas You and I are, Ic is cherefore very injurious to+. 
the Kings. Anthority, to averre that He could not otherwiſe uphold and: 
maintain 1t,chan by preſerving the Undue, and,as ſome think; Ancichriſtlan: 
Dignicy and Prelation of His inferiour Officers,. 3. Bſhops are ſolirtle 


of its own) that upon enquiry it will be found, how none-have been great-. 
er Enemies to the True and Undoubred Soveraignty- of Princes, than + 
ſome Biſhops themſelves : For by their Ofhc1ous,and ſcarce warrantable, . 
intermedling in Civil Aﬀairs; by their Abſurd and Infignificant diftin-- 
euiſhing between Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Cauſes (of which laſt they have 
alwayes made themſelves ſole Judges) they mangle the Kings Authority, 
and as to C harch-matters ( which may be extended as far as they pleaſe }) 
they leave the King nothing of Supremacy but'the Name. The Pope of 
Rome therefore( who is the great Father of all ſuch Biſk»ps) hathimpro» 
ved this Notion and Dilin&jon ſo far that  ordme ad fpivetual;a,he hath 
laboured to ſubje& all Civil Empires unto his ſole Juriſdiftion. So that - 
if the Biſhop of #orceſter's Rule hold good, of Crimine ab -* 


Pag, $1, wo — Diſce ommes, i, e. That all men who are of a Party may be 


juaged of by the miſcarriages of oxe, then I muſt leave it ro Yor 
to judge,what all thoſe Biſhops, that are of the Biſhop of Forceſter's com, 
RO really drive at, by the fatal example of chat one Biſhops Uſur+- 
ation ? For, | 
F Secondly, That Aſſertion, That the Biſhop of Worceſter (and conſequem- 
ly every other Biſhop) #- the ſole Paſtor of allthe Congregati- 
Pag, 1 & 3, ox51n hu Diceſſe, if it be at all deſenſibley I am ſure can be: 
| defended only by thoſe Arguments,which are commonly al 
ledged to maintain the Popes Su 7; over all Churches whatever. 
For fince a Biſhop can no otherwiſe diſcharge his dury herein» than by 
providing S»6//rtates, what hinders bur rhe B:hop of Romve may as well 
overſee a millivn of Churches, as the Biſhop of #vrcefter five. hundred >- 


QDS Hao Dugg OV wWw<e HE wo ©£ 


wu HO  CHrOh aa DppIROEnNSSPRHEHAOQA Oo 


the Brſbup of Worcefter”s Letter; 5 
Sirice if Deputation be lawful,” more or leſs compaſs and circtir of ground 
doth nor at ail alter the cafe, I forbear ro urge how contraty this Praftife 
is to the DoArine of the Apoſttes, both Paw! and Peter ( I hope the Biſhop 
will not take ir 11] that I do nor call them Sxints;for rheſe Holy men do not 

necd any ſtile of Honour out of the Popes K alender, ) When 

Paul had ſent for the Elders of the Church at Epheſra, he bids AR. 20, a8; 

them to fred the Church of God, over which ( not he timfelf, 

by his fole Authoriry,as Biſhop of the Dioceſſe,bur ) the Spirit of God had 

wade them Emigxdnes i. e, Overſeers, or to uſe the proper flile, Biſhops. 

And Peter commands his Felfow- E lder;, ( for ſo doth that Apoſtle conde- 

ſcend to call himfelf_) ro feed the Flock which was amory them, Emo» 
Tevres Overſeeing, or Atting the Biſhops, not (like the Biſhop of Forceſter) 

as Lording it over Gods Heritage,but 44 Patterns of the Flock, Prom which 

places we learn, not only that Thoſe rwo ſo much controverred Names of 


Biſhop and Presbyter, are without diſtinction Fine! ibed to the fame Perſons, 
"Chr: ( whom the 
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44 Some Animadverfion upon 
be caken to confirm it, from the ur tr matey te 
wiſe, Sir, how much my —_— 18 for | bow-. 
Paſſionate a Lover 1 am both of the Kings Perſon and Governments buc 
yet, being thus calſed by You to declare rhe rrurh;thoughrconcrary comy 
own Humour and Intereit, I muſt needs ſays . 1: Ir is clear from Scory, thar 
King: were in all parts of the World, in their moit' flouriſhing Etats, be.. 
ſore ever Bxſhops were heard of ; and no reaſon can be given, why whar 
hath once been, may norwirh rhe ſame rerms of-convenienee be again 2- | 
2. Biſhops aS they are by Law eftabliſhed in Englard, are purely the King » 
ſubordinate Miniſters, in the management of Eccleſiaſtical Aﬀairs; which- 
His Majeity may confer upon what order ot men he pleaſes, though they. 
be as much Lay perſonsas You and I are, Ic is therefore very injurious to+ 
the Kings Amthority, to averre that He could nor otherwiſe uphold and 
maintain 1t,chan by preſerving the Undue, and,as ſome think, Ancichriſtlan: 
Dignicy and Prelation of His inferiour Officers, . 3. Bſhops are ſo lierle 
| uſetul to ſupport the Regal Digmty (which is founded upon aditiin& Baks: 
of its own) that upon enquiry it will be found, how none-have been great-. 
er Enemies to the True and Undoubred Soveraignty- of Princes, than 
ſome Brſhops themſelves : For by their Ofhicious,and ſcarce warrantable, - 
intermedling in Civil Aﬀairs; by their Abſurd and Infignificant diftin-- 
guviſhing between Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Canſes ( of which laſt they have 
atwayes made themſelves ſole Judges) they mangle the Kings Authority, 
and as to C hurch-matters ( which may be extended as far as they pleaſe ) 
they leave the King nothing of Supremacy but'the Name, The Pope of 
Rome therefore( who is the great Father of all ſuch Bi{kops ) hath impro-» 
ved this Notion and Dilin&1on ſo far that mn ordme ad fpivetualia;he hath 
laboured co ſubje& all Civil Empires unto his ſole JuriſdiAtion. So that : 
| if the Biſhop of Worceſter's Rule hold good, of Crimine ab -* 
Pag, 41. ano — Diſce onmes, i, e. That all men who are of a Party may be 
judged of by the miſcarriages of one, then T muſt leave ir to You 
to judge,whart all thoſe Biſhops, that are of the Biſhop of Forceſter's com, 
anova really drive at, by the fatal example of chat one Biſhops Uſur+- 
ation ? For, | 
: Secondly, That Aſſertion, T hat the B; ſhop of Worceſter (and conſequent- 
ly every other Biſhop) #« the ſole Paſtor of all rhe Congregati» 
Pag, 11& 3, o»5 in hu-Dicceſſe, if it be at all defenſible, I am ſurc can be: 
defended only by thoſe Arguments,which are commonly ak 
ledged to maintain the Popes Su ; over all Churches whatever. 
For lince a Biſhop can no otherwiſe diſcharge his duty herein than by 
providing Swb/t1tates, what hinders bur che Biſhop of Rome may as well 
overſee a million of Churches, as the Biſhop of #rcefter five hundred 
| SLnce 
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the Brſboup of Worcefter”s Letter; 35 
Sirice if Dzputation be lawful,” more or leſs compaſs and circtir of ground 
doth not at all ater the cafe, I forbear ro urge how contraty this Praftifs 
is to the DoRrine of the Apoſttes,borh Paw! and Peter ( lhope the Biſhop 
will nor take ir 1ll thar I do not call chem Saints;for rheſe Holy men do not 
necd any ſtile of Honour out of the Popes K alender, ) When 
Paxl had ſent for the Elders of the Church at Epheſma,he bids AR. 20, 38; 
them to fred the Church of God, over which ( not he himſelf, 
by his fole Authoriry,as Biſhop of the Dioceſſe,bur ) the Spirit of God had 
made them Enioxones i, e, Overſeers, or to uſe the proper flile, Biſhops, 
And Peter commands his Feflow- E lder;, ( for ſo doth that Apoſtle conde- 
ſcend to call himfelf )) ro feed the Flock which was amorg them, Eniovo» 
TevTes Overſeeing, or Aﬀting the Biſhops, not (like the Bihop of Worceſter ) 
as Lording it over Gods Heritage but a4 Patterns of the Flock, Prom which 
places we learn, not only that thoſe rwo ſo much controverred Names of 
Biſhop and Presbyter, are without diftinQion aſcribed to the ſame Perſons, 
bur Fhewiſe, thar whoever feed the Flock , are, wader Chriſt ( whom the 
ApolVe there (tiles che Chref- Shepherd ) the next and immediate Paſtors 
of the Flack; And roextend the Paſtoral Power beyond the aRual care of 
Feeding, 18 a Notion alrogether unſcriprutal, and likewiſe leaves us no - 
bounds where to fix, till we come to center upon ſome one Kniverſal 
Pafter,v-ho may claim this POwer over the whole World, by the ſame pa- 
rity of reaſon, that a Biſhop doth over one Dioceſe, Is 
Thirdly, It ſeems to be a Light, and ( to ſxy no more) unfeemly trifling * 
with ſacred Scriprure, to affirm,thar thoſe words of our Sxyiout 
concerning ſuch as come wot i» by the - Dooy, and therefore are Pig. 3, 
Thieves and Robbers, ought to be underſtood of ſuch —_— 
as preach to C I without the Bi ſhops Licenſe, Which thing, the 
Biſhop'(-in great Heat and Earneſtneſſe,as if he had done 
very well-in it ) telfs us more than once, that it was the Þ.73,6; 8; 96 
Prineipet reaſon why he filenced Mr, Baxter,” Truly if this | 
practiſe be juitfrable,and rthoſe who deſign themſelves to preach the mes | 
muſt,beſides their Ordination, procure 4 Licenſe from a Biſhop, to do thar, 
Which a Woris denounced againſt, if they offer ro omir, Tren 1, I {ee noc 


- Whar Ordination Fgniifies, fince the Power that then is givengno Authority / 


from Man carrtake away, any more than diffolvre the'Contra& of a Marri- 
age, mach leſs impeach and hinder the free uſe of ir. except for Moral and : 
notoriouſly vicious Miſdemeanours. 2,For one MiniRer of the Gofpel (for 
certainly a B:ſnop is. no more ) to Silence another, and that for no berrer - 
Reaſon, than becauſe his Fellow-Miniſter is defirous to preach the Goſpet - 
withour.a new Lreenſe, this is an abuſe of Dominion» which as our Saviout 
doth no-whiere countenance, endae—v” Ages of the Church, were = - 
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Scme Anmaduerfions wpon 
g:cher unacquiinted with, For the Br{Eeps inftance of our Saviouts putting 
$0 ſilente the Lcribes and . bariſees, is both Impercinent and Falfe, becaute 
ou: Saviour did only ſilence rhems by Arguments, which the Biſhop may ds 
when ever he is able 3 but whact 1s char to an Authoritative and Imperious 
conmanding men to be Silent, Beiides, even then when our Saviour was 
910 | (rift in pronouncing Woes agrin't the Phariſees,in thac very Chapter, 
he 15 ſo far frum forbidding the Phariſees to preach, that he commands 
kis Diiciples both to Hzat and ro Obey their Doarine, $5 that Gince the 
Biſhop will needs have thz Presbyierians to be Phariſees, let him bur als 
low them the ſame Libercy of Teaching the People, as our Saviour did the 
6:h:r,and I believe they will not ( at leaſt were 1 a Prerbyterian I ſhould 
not Jenvy his Lo:dſhip, either his Title or Munten mce, how undue and 


.unnericed ſoeve' t1cy oth be. | And though the Biſho) is pleaſed ro ſay 


thic the Presbyterians perch noching but Seairron-and Treaſen (which is 
mo' falſe, as beirg dir«Aly contrary to their declared Principles) yer the 
Phariſees taught lomething worſe, and that was Blafþhemy : Yer our Sa- 


-yiour ( who ſure had more power, and withall,more care of his Church 


than th: Biſhop of #orceſter) did _ abour by Force ro'prohibir them. 
I wiſh therefore, thic this Liſhop an reſt of his. Brechren ('if any are 
Cholerick and Teſty enovghto be of hisFnind) would conider, that as by 
Glencing their Fellow- Mmſters, tor ſuctilawolous and (light preterces , 
th2y uſurpa Power, which Chrii never gave, ſo at the la(t day he will not 
thank che n forthe Exerciſe of it. k 
Fourthly, How confiltent wich the C:vil Peace ( for as to Chriſtian Cha 
7ity, the whole thing is but a Letter of defiance acainit ir) the 
Pag. #8. B,jhops Diftinftion is about the Att of /ndemprity. and ( the fo 
much forgotten At 4 Obl:vimn, 1 hope His Majeſty and the 
Pa'liament wil! indue time conhider, For he is ſo hardy as to tell us, 
T hat the K;rg by ut only pardoned the corporal Puniſhment ; but the Church 
had not, nor ono ht zot to forgive the Scandal, tif hondurable amends were mae 
her by Confeſſion and Recantatzon, Where by ſpeaking of the Church, as di- 
ſin from the State (1 mean.n point of Coercive Juriſdiftion) the Biſhop 
w- uld mak2 us believe, that after His Majeily and the Pajliament have 
forgiven menth:ir.Civil Grimes, there is j1ill another Power, which he 
calls the Church, unto which they are ill accountable, even ſo far as to 
mai: a Putlick Recantation, Here 1 wiſh the Biſhop would have ſpokn 
out of the Clouds, and plainly rold us, what he meant'by che C barch : For 
tticb' 4 "orgregation of the Faithful met together for the Worſhip of God, 
as t 1: Defin.uon of Scripture, and of the Church of England is inthe 29. 
Arti les ; this will not at all advantage him, ſince ſuch a Church hh no 
Ccercive or Impoſing Power : Butit he means the Hierarchy or Ecclef- 
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the Biſbop of Worceſtcr's Letter] 


aſtical State, by Arch- Biſhops, Biſhops, 8&&c, There ean be nothing thore- 


Falie, or more dilbonourable unto our Civil Government, than toaſhrm 
that ic lies in their power, nor only to Puniſh, bur [1k2wiſe to exaRt a Rev 
cantation, for thoſe Faults which the King and Parliament have not only 
pardoned, b.t under ſevere Penalries commanded ſhould nevet more be 
remembred : And therefore 1 doubt not, burthey will reſent” this Mali- 
cious and Ill-grounded Pancy, And fince the Biſhop is ſo over-2ealous for 


the very Letter of the Law, when it impoſes Ceremonies , give me lezve a' 


lictle to wonder, that one of his Profeſſion ard Place in the Church ſhould 
ſo unchriilianly go againit ir, when it enjoyns Moderation and Forgiveneſs 
as to Civil Injuries, - tuch as he, who make the Law, inſtead of beirg a 
Bucker co protect Converts, ' a Sword only to cur off all ſuch as wer2 once 
Offenders, labuu: what they can to make men Deſperate, and thereby 
render the Peace of ihe Nation, and, in that, thz preſperiry and W elfare 
of His Majzity very I-:fecure and H1zaurdous, For whit can more entage 
M-nrotake Wild and Forbidden Covries, than to fee even Preachers of 
the Goſpel (trive to widen their Wounds, and, cortrary totheir On fot- 
mer P.oteflicns, to pull off that Plaiſter, which the Wiſdom of our tate 
Phyſicians had provided to heal our Diftempers. 

Fifthly, Ic is Bold and Impious ( 1 know nor how to expreſs it more 


mildly ) what he affirms, thar If ts command an At, which by accidens” 


may prove an ocea/ion of ſin, be finful, then God himſelf cannot command any 
tLirg. For, though as I ſaid beſore, 1 will by no means own tht Aﬀer- 


tion, yet, a thing, which by accidentmay: become finſuly may be Unlaw- 


ful in another to command, for want of ſufficient Auchority» whereas 
Gods Soveraign power doth withour diſpute of controverſy make all his 
Commanidsto be juſt ; and therefore his Name ovght not to be mentt- 
oned in our trivial diſpures; becauſe every ſuch yain Uſe of it, is nothing 
but a diminution and Jeflening of his Grearneſs, | 


Stxthly, 7 has an Offence; to which a di/bropyrtionable Penalty 1; artnexed, » 


5 not to be meaſured bythe Qua'ity of the At confidered in it ſelf, but by the 
miſchievous conſequences it may produce; wh. ther this ought to hold good 
in C,vil Laws, becoTies neuher the Biſhop nor me ro diſpute : bur in 
Dzvinity nothing can be more Fatſe and Dangerous. For ro impoſe, in the 
Worſhip of Godas neceſſary circamftances of'it, things” confelſedly cri- 
vial and needleſs ; and, upon the forbexrance of rhem, to debar any from 


the benefits firſt of Chriſtian, and then of Civil Communior, is a thing : 


- Which hith not the leatt prerence of Scripture or P:imitive proGice roja- 
Rifie it, For our Saviour tells us, Thar whaover werenot ag 4! off him, were 


for hire; and che Apoſite bids us to recorwe our weak 'Brotl 6," and not ts 


judge, much leſs to burden bis Conſcience, Unto which Samved Canon, vo 
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| Some Animadverſuent peu 
thing cat|be moredireRly comcary, than what che 
pathonately tells us, That the Laws do well to puniſh, even with now-adini; 


on t9 the Sacrament, ſnch as will not, or p 


erhaps dare not;hneel, * And the 
keaſon he gires is equally Ap:crypha, Becauſe, Faith he, it becomer not 


the Law-givers to endasger the ( hurches peace for their ſaks : As itfirlt, Ie 


did noc n.uch more become all. Law-givers, in the things of God; took. 
ſerve the Law of Chcilt, which is a Law of Love and Liberty. ' Secondly, - 
As if the Churches peace would not be much more endangered, by the _ 
reling of things doubtful, than by the forbearance of chem, Pot fince 
by che entorcivg of ſuch things, as God hath no where commanded, our 
Chriſtian liberty is entringed ; from hence it follows, that, if we oughe 
not, yet we lawſully may refuſe to ſubmic uncoſuch Impoſirions ; as our 
Saviour did in not waſhing his hands before Meat ; and the -Apolile Pawl, 
inthe caſe of Circumciſion, 
Seyenthly, As for the chain of Conſequences, which the Biſhop links 
and t Ros rogether. As ok from Diverſity m external Rites, 4- 
\Pag. 20, riſeth Diſuke ; Deſks,  Enmity ; from Enmity, is 
4 ; thence ATA the Church, and A om m the Pe | 
proof of which, he doth very virulently mſtance in our Unhappy times, 
To prevent which, he tells us, That the State canner be ſafe without" the 
- Church, vor the C hur ch without the Unity, nor flrity without WEniformity, nor 
Kaiformity without 4 ſtritt and rigerous _——_ Toall this Tanſwer., 
that it is a meer. Rope of Sand, and the Parts of his Chain do as lirtle 
harg together, as Sempſons Foxe; did before they were tied by the Tails , 
which courſe the Biſhop hath imitated, not forgetting to pur in even the 
'Firebrand it (elf ro make up the compariſon. iFor-1, Nothing is more 
clear than that there hath been, nay ought to bz, Diverſity in externdl 
'Forms, without any Di/iike at all as tothe'Perſon of another : For the 
Apoſtles that preached to the Circumciſion gave the right hand of Fellow- 
ſhip unto the Aprſftles of the Genriles ; although their Outward Riter in 
publick Worſhip, were far more difterent, than thoſe, — any of 
.the moltdiRanc perſwafiong, are now practiſed in England, 2. The State 
may be p:eſeryed,withour the leaſt reference to the Church, unle(s it turns 
'Perſecuter of it ; as is evident in thoſe-300 years before Conſtantines time, 
in which there was noChucch at all legally countenanced ; and for ſome 
ſcores of years afcer, both che Chriſtians and Gemtiles were equally agdvan- 
ced and favoured. © 3» Knity, I mean ſuch as Chrilt came to eſtabliſh 
(which is an{*izyin heart and ſpiric.) doth not in the leaſt depend upon 
Knifarmity. but.upon Charity, 3. e, a Chrittian and a Candid forbearance 


of one areth2r inthings Corcunſtantial, when we agree inthe 'Eſſentiale 


of worſhip ; which is 2 thing, that meer Civiliey would teach, though Re- . 
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| the Biſhop of Worcelter's Larter: xs 
ligion were fileng in ic, And whereas the Biſhop thinks heþath got ſome 
advantage, by reviyin the Memory of our late .10;l Wars, Which, were he 
eicher Chriſtian of } qughy he would with were eternally buried in 
gence) I mult (to_uſs. oF” Phraſe ) tel þbim in bis ear, that our 

ars did not atlſe from the ſeparation of Conſcientious Diflentors, bur 
from the violence and Fury of Unconſcionable Impoſers : Who woutd 
not allow their Bfethren .( wha deſired nothing more than to live Peace- 
ably by chem.) that ſober Liberty, which the Law of God commanded, 
nd noTaw of Man could juſtly'deprive them of; And whether the pub- 
ick maintaining of the very ſame Poſitions and Practiſes,may not in time 
p_ the ſame Feuds and Animoſities, alchough this Biſhop cares nor, 
yer 1 doubt not, but His Majeſty, as he now doth, ſo will alwayes facts 
ouſly confider. ; 

Eighchly, Whether as to the matrer of F-&, the French Prote/tarts do 
enjoy') ſtandirg ar the Sacramert ; and the Dutch kneelirs ; 1 will labour 
to infoim my elf of ſome more Unoyall-d wunels than this Biſhop; for 
3n th: Eccleſiaſtical [ aws of thoſe Churches, which 1 have carc'ully Peſts 
ſed, 1 can find no (ich matter. But if they did ſoy this wovld nor art all 
jultfie the Impoiiton 8, Kneelyzg 5 becauſe 1, The Queſtion is de Tyre, 
whether it be 1I:wil to preſctibe any one ſuch cercain Polture, without 
Tubmicng to which, i: ſhall not be lawful ro admie any to the S1crament ; 
and riil the Affirmative of this be 'proved by Scriprures, Examples, and 
In'tarces f om the Practice of men; will not ſiti-fie 4 doubting corſ.i- 
tne, 2. Neither cf thoſe fore-mentioned.Poſtures are ſo much. to ex- 


"certion as Kneeling ; becauſe'rhis faſt is manielily more ſuperſticioue, 


for 1. 1t varies mot of ary fromthe Firſt Pattern, 2. Tt hath beenmon= 
Rt:ovfly abuſed by the Papr/s to [dolaty;; which alone renders it moſt Un- 
ſafe tobe prattaſed,& moſt Unwarrantabte ro be impoſed: Eſpecia'ly,rill 
it be 2gain cxpliined, as inthe very firft Litrgy of ill it. was; which I 


' pa;ticularly mention, ; to ſhew how little our K:formation firce Eaw, 6th. 
- time, hith been improved, © 


Lajily, A3 i was Needleſly, ſo was it likewiſe Urcharitbly done, to 
revile the whole Body of Presbyterians.for the Faults of Mr, Baxtey ; upon 


| ſuppoſition t! 't cither he 18 a Presbyterian, or ſo culpabl» as th: B ſhop 


w-uld mak? hin. For {ince every man is 10 bear his awn Bur den, whaC 
Bi':te 4d the Biſhop find it in, char he miphr wicbour (*ruple, aſperſe a 
whole ord 1 of Men, for the pretended miſcatrige of one ; who, hy the 
Biſhop's ow:: Corfeffion, ' was not of ſo Amicable and comrli:ve a Tem 
pe” zs the reſi ; And therefore certaivly they o. ght not to he bronghe in 
as Parties in tr gr-mie of Unpexceableneſs, from which rhe Biſhop juſt 
befo;e had abſolved.th:m + bur thol-* Foils the Memory z an. fore his 

oth, | F | B:erhen 
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thing catbe moredireRly concrary, than what che Biſhop 158 Taces : 


pathonately tells us, That the Laws do well to puniſh, even with non-dmiſſhe 
on 19 the Sacrament, ſuch a5 willnat, or perhaps dare not;hneel, And 
keaſon he gires is equally Ap:crypha, Becauſe, ith he, it becomes not 


the Law-grver; to endanger the ( burches peace for their ſakes : As if firft, It 


did not n.uch more become all Law-givers, in the things of God; took- 
ſe:ye the Law of Chrilt, which is a Law of Love and Liberty. Secondly, 
As if the Churches peace would notbe much more endangered, by the 
reiling of things doubtful, than by the forbearance of them, Por ſince 
by che entorcivg of ſuch things, as God hath no where commanded, our 
Chriſtian liberty is entringed ; from hence it follows, that, if we oughe 
not, yet we lawſully may refuſe to ſubmit unroſuch Impoſirions ; as our 
Saviour did in not waſhing his hands before Meat ; and the -Apolile Pawl, 
inthe Caſe of Circumciſion, 
Seyenthly, As for the chain of Conſequences, which the Biſhop links 
and _ rogether. As the from Diverſity m external Rites, 4- 
\Pag. 20, riſeth Diſlke ; Deſks, Enmity ; from Enmity, fo 
64 : thence AT the Church, and 4d wen m the {Fg 
proof of which, he doth very virulently m(tance in our Unhappy times, 
To prevent which, hz tells us, That the State cawmnot be ſafe without' the 


- Church, wor the C bur ch without the Unity, norWrity without Wniformity, nor © 


Kniformity without 4 ftrift and rigorous Impoſition, Toall this Tanſwer, 
that it is a meer. Rope of Sand , and the Parts of his Chain do as lictle 
har.g together, as Sawpſons Foxe; did before they were tied by the Tails , 
which courſe the Biſhop hath imitated, not forgetting to pur in even the 
Firebrand it {elf ro make up the compariſon, iFor 1. Nothing is more 
clear than that there hath been, nay ought to bz, Diverſity in externdl 
'Forms, Without any Di/like at all as tothe*'Perſon of another : For the 
Apeſiles that preached to the Circumciſion fore the right hand of Fellow. 
ſhip unto the Apoſiles of the Gentiles; although their Outward Rites in 
publick Worſhip, were far more different, than thoſe, wag, any of 
-the moltdiRanc perſwafions, are now practiſed in England. 2. The State 
may be preſerved, withouc the leaſt reference to the Church, unle(s it turns 
'Perſecuter of it ; as is evident in thoſe-300 years before Conſtartines time, 
in which there was noChucch at all legally countenanced ; and for ſome 
ſcores of years after, boch the Chriſtians and Gentiles were equally advan- 
ced and favoured, © 2. Haity, I mean ſuch as Chrilt came to eftabliſh 
(which is anMmirpin heart and (piric) doth not in the leaſt depend 
Kniformity. bur, upon Charity, 3c. a Chrittian and a Candid forbearance 
ofone aroth?r inthings Circumftantial, when we agree in the Eſſentials 
of worſhip ; which is 2 ching, that meer Civiliey would reach, _—_ Re. 
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: the Ziſhop of WorceRer's Letter: Ls. 
Vgion were fileng in ic, And whereas the Biſhop thinks he þath gor ſome 
advaiage, by reviving the memory of our late C 


.1vil Wars, which, wete he 
ber Chriſtian or Fe he would with were eternally buiied in 
Lene) I tnult (to._ufs_ his 2p Phraſe) rell bims in bit gar, that our 
Warts did not atiſe from the ſepatation 0! Conſcientious Diflertors, bur 
from the violence and Fury of Unconſcionable Impoſers : Who would 
not allow their Bfethren . (who Peony nothing more than to liye peace- 
ably by. chem.) that ſober Liberry, which the Law of God commanded, 
nd Tan of Man could juſflydeprive them of, And whether the pub- . 
ick maintaining of the very ſame Poſitions and Practiſes,may not in time 
ner the ſame Feuds and Animolities, although this Biſhop cares not, 
et 1 doubt not, bur His Majeſty, as he now doth, ſo will alwayes graci- 
uſly conſider, / | 
Eiohchly, Whether as to the matrer of F:&, the French Prote/farts do 
enjoyn ſftardiryg ar the Sacramert ; and the Dutch kneelivg ; 1 will labour 
to infoim my {elf of ſome more lin»yalled wunels thin this Biſhop; tor 
3n hz Eccleſia/tical [.aws of thoſe Charches, which 1 have care'vlly PCſl's 
ſed, 4 can find no ſuch Marter. But if they d1d ſoy this would nor ar alf 
julie the Impoiucn Ot Kneelyg ; becauſe 1, The Quetl1on is de Ture, 
whether it be 1:w%!! topreſctibe any one ſuch cercain Poſture, without 
Tubmicdng to which, i: ſhall nor be lawful co admir any to the S1cramens ; 
and riil the Affirmative of this be proved by Scriprures, Examples, and 
In/tances f om the Practfce of men, will not ſirt+fie a doubting conf. i- 
En:e, 2. Neither cf thoſe fore-mentioned.Poſtures are ſo much. to ex- 


"certion.as Kneelirg ; becauſe'rhis faſt is manuvelily more ſuperſticioue, 


for t. It varies mo;t of ary from the Firſt Pattern, 2. It hath beenmon- 
Rt:ovfly abuſed by the Pap:ts to [dolatyi; which alone renders it molt Un- 
ſafe tobe prattaſed,& molt Unwarrantable to be impoſed: Eſpecia'ly,zill 
it be 2gain cxplined, as inthe very firft” Liewwgy of all ic was ; which I 
pa;ticolarly mention, . to ſhew how little our Keformarion (irce Eaw, 6th, 
time, hich Heen improved, * 

Lally, A3 i was Needleſly, ſo was it lik-wiſe Urchari:-bly done, to 
revile «he whole Body of Presbyteriass.for the Faults of Mr, Baxter ; upon 


* ſuppoſition th-2t cither he is a Presbyterian, or ſo culpabl» as th: B ſhop 


w-uld mak?» hin, For (ince every man is to bear bic awn Bgyraden, what 
Bi':te did the Biſhop find it in, rhac he might without (*ruple, aſperſe a 
whole ord+r of Mzn, for th: pretended miſcatrige of ove ; who, hy the 
Bilhgy's ow:: Confeſſion, ' was not of ſo Amicable and comrtirre a Tem 
pe* zs the reſ{g And therefore certainly they o. ght not to he bronghe in 
25 Parties in thar greme of Unpeaxceableneſs, from which rhe Biſhop juſt 
befo;e had abſolved chm + bur cbol-* ſpoils the Memary z an. ſore hig 

woes 3. | F | Brerhen 


z8 


Sone Animddverſuns Went - 


cry out Crimine ab uns, diſce omnes----- See what mwauner of Spirit theſe 


Biſhops are of, and judge thew all by the Biſhop, of Worceſter"; ex = 


Tculy, Sir, 1 a:n a little angry, when I conſider hovy much this one ma 
ſed all of thedame Order to Cenſure ; Fot were 
they all like him, (which 1 do noty nor dare nor think) I ſhould nor ſcru- 


Indiſcreti »n hath ex 


ple to pray beartily, what the Biſho 
(- 


doth inſcorn concerning the Preach- 


[$-------= Lord deliver ws from ſuch Bikops, And ler all che People ſay 


Amen, 


- 


Thus, Sir, you ſee how willing I am to ſerve you, in propoſing my Exs 
ccptions , the fuller proſecution of which, 1 mult leave to ſome other 
Pen, more able both in Divinity and Policy , who may convince beth 
the Biſhop and the World, thar it is not yet time to ſow, ſuch Taves ; 
This Age is alittle roo knowing to be gull'd with an Avro5i44, orto 
take every thing ſor Oracle which a Biſhops Paſſion diftares, Bur te- 
fore I eaſe you of your Trouble in reading this, 1 will crave leave togire 
you a Talte of the Reverend Father's deep wiſdom intwo or three parti« 


Culats, ----- 


1. In that be declaims, ſo fiercely, as if he would crack his Girdle, 
22:inſt all thoſe who force all Communicany; to come unto them, and be pare 
ticularly examined before they admis them to the Sacrament. Indeed, Sir, 
this was an Impoſition, as no way Juſtifiable, ſo, for ought I can here, 
The Cuſtom being that men were only once for all 

examined, at their firſt comipg to the Sacrament ; , which the Biſhop hit. 
ſelf allows under other Names of being Carechiſed and Inftrufted, Tr 
was therefore wiſzly done of the Biſhop, this cold weather, to ſer up a 
HMan of ſtraw, and then get himſelf-hear by chreſhing It. 
2. It is methinks very Policickly done co Exclaim againſt the poor Ce- 
verant ; and, ingreat zzal, to wiſh. all the Books, which defend it, were 
burnt by the Authors, to ſave the Harigmai a labour. For here ler his 
Adverſary do what he can, the Biſhop will be roo hard for him : For if 
he takes no notice of the Covenant, the Biſhop clearly gains the Cauſe , 
}f he ventures to aſſert it, he ſhall preſently be confured wich a Confiſca- 
tion, So thac under the ſhelter of this Unanſwerable Dilemma, I leave 
. him, left I ſhould be gored with the Horns ef ir, And this 1 ſpeak » Sir, 
as on? that, thovgh I neyertook, bur always oppoſed the Covenant ; yer 
I have a very good opinion of many that did, and withal a great Tender- 
neſs for the lawful Part of an Oath, after it is once ſolemnl 
only adde this, That ſince that Oath hath been ſo oo Þ 
by thoſe that were moſt ARive in His Majcflies Service ; and ſeveral 


no where practiſed, 


taken, I will 


raken, even 


_ rimes ventured their Lives, to ſignalize their Loyalty ; I think the Aſhbs 
. | of 


B:ethren the Biſhops would not take it well of a Precbyterian, thoull he 


_- 


the Biſbop of Worcefter's Letts? 


Ef) 
t was burnt by Publick Authority ) had much "MP hayS 


of it ( fince 1 
ed. to colt quietly » than thus ro be blown up anc ſactered a | 
BUHOPLT nor bread, w_ NES 190 Wa þ un þ F 
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mid -Tcann never r enough commend che Biſhops nildoms in iedee 
hp EE AAA ra ej abi for uk 
ha dealy i wieh cbdſe;, that he. hath pt0- 


ca Foo ich* cheir Hom ta ered fir -o he hics 
ny Ex MeEt; ennegti x retreats, aonnfarly runs 


away. , Bur if Goliah, aA p 10 defie the, Hoſt we ral, 
MAbulg , wiſpon is bs ove ket age) hare ſaaked” oar &f the Field, 


q halleng » 
on apd toughs is oo at Tos muy F 1b TOR Ain ala aedly 


om rhanked him for chat Empty ſhew of Valour, whereby. noc 
Conquery but only Enrage the Enemy, And whether the Dicwog, will 
noc-haye the ſame opinion of this over-forward and unwary Champion of 
theirs, I bope, Sir, you will neither enquire your ſelf, nor deſire caac 0þ 
ſhould : For I haye ready done "_ to ew hoy muich 1 am, 


- Jan, 2$ Les optrf a #7; 
Your woſft hamlle Servany 
_ 


| | * _ 
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ſwer unto all that one TS === intends th 
write. | | | 
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Honourable and worthy S Its 


that the Lever I ſent you ( which was the hay iſlyg. of one or 
two leaftte hours, and cherefore very unfit for Publick View ) 
was by yorr ſelf, to prevent the trouble of tranſcribing, cormuniceted 
rothe.Woild ; and the Reſulc, you rell me, is, that many ſober Perſons 
( who thorght it _— chat the Biſhop ſhould be alittle humbled ) are 
much ſarished by it, but the Biſhop himſelf ſo far concerned, thac he hath 
employed one L'S---- to anſwer it- Truly, Sir, I am ſo taken with this 
laſt part of your News,thatinftead of proſecutirg my reſentments again(t 
the Reverend Fiſh {which ae but Publick Conſiderations made 
me take up (I how Begih ro pity filmy and am heartily ſorry he ſhould be 
driven to {o deſperate a ſhift, as thar, for want of better Champions, he is: 
forced to commm his Cauſe ro the Patrronage of ſuch a Pen, whoſe De-- 
fence will more diſhonour him than the ſharpeſt Accuſation, For who. 
* that knows anything of Civility and Learning, doth not know, that the 
<CharacQer you give of that. LS »----.i5 not 1OUS.,.. | 
you call hima Perſon fo loſt to all good Breeding, of ſo forfeited, ſo un. 
done a Reputation in point of meer Morality,, that for a Biſhop ſo much: 
ro counrenance him, is a crime which ſome Councels haye pronounced 
. Anathema 2gainſt 3 but ro employ him, and to think; that cir her he is 
Fitto manage ſvch Nice Points as that Letter glanceth upon ;- or thac 
{ach indigeſted Ruffe as he muſt needs diſgorge, will not create 4 Nauſea 


Ti 
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LL 
hi! my 65 + - oe 


"g O U much ſurprized me in your laſt, wherein you acquainted me, 
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md Loathing in all Sober Readers, is altogether 2s improper, as if che 
Biſhop ſhould ſet (ta uſe a Phraſe which ghar Gentleman underſtands ) 
« Hog to play upon his Organs,or appoint a Scavenger to waſh his Surplice; 
the very #75" Na of waich would betray, that he loved neicher Muſick 
nor Cleanlineſle. | 
I muſt confeſs Sir, 1 ant very tender of ch: Biſhops Reputation, and 
there is yet a poſſibility for him to recover his Credic ag2in.; . For chough 
he be a liecke Angry, yet the World muſt needs acknoFledve, 
thar he is a plaindealing man; fince his Dudgeon phraſe of Pag. y, 
this is the Truth, the whole Truth, and nothing but the Truth , 
with ſuch kind of Hame-ſpun, Harmleſs Elzgancies that are ſcattered in 
+ his Letter, Savour vety thuch of the, old Engl;h Breeding, and call ro 
' mind the Trunk- Breeches, and Wooden Daggers of cur Anceſiors ; who 
I believe, ſpoke all in che ſame uricounterfeir (tile, which it well becomes 
a Biſhop who loves Anciquiry, to 1mirate : But for him now to giow 
weary.of this P.imitive ſimplicity, to ſuſpeR his own ſtrength, and co en- 
truſt M:mnfieur Le Frigkhe the Matice-dancer to undertake his Quarrel ; 
- To chiiſe one for his Champion, who Bach been a Fidter in all Govern- 
ments, and would have been a Fidfer ro the worſt of them (for which end 
he knows how many pitiful L-g+ and Faces he made, to ſcrape acquain- 
tance with the Tyranc Oliver) for aim now to be ſuddenly atlvanced ſo 
- much b-yord bis Arr, will run thzpoor min into a dangerous Verrigs ; 
"and jn the mean while much diſcr2or the Biſhops Cauſe, as if he could 
" g:t clonero thainramir bur this common Barrerer, this Mercenary Song- 
" fr that for rewo C:awns mare will change his Note, and rail againſt his 
acron, 


This, ' Str, if poſſible, much more 1bw and mean being my Opinion of 


that, W hiftling and Thin .ſouled Adverſaryyou mention, give me leave to 
"tell you, that? am ſo lictle.concerned'in any thing he intends” to! write , 
-char lince you reſolved ro diyulge the Lerrer I ſenc you,l am ſorry you did 
' n2t likewifepubliſh my Name tothe World ro ; that ſo, an6ther, whom, - 
as you tell me, he defagnes to fall upon, might not, upon Miſtake, have thi 
' Credit of his Calumnies ; ſince every Reproach from him ( who hath noc 
let any thing Sacred,whether Perſon or DoQtine, eſcape his venomous 
Paſquits ) I Igokuponas a Signal Mark of H6novr, beyond what any 
other Epitaph can grve me. As when men ſcatcer Dung upon'a Garden, 
the Flowers grow _ Bair and Fragant ever afrer ; So.were I ambitious 
of.a Name, Frhink 1 could not more ſpeedily procure it amongall good 
men, than by entreating that L'S—— ro appear again me; 
As therfore, Sir, you love my Credit, manage this Deſign for me, and: 
promote the Work a3 muchas you cat; And by diyulging my ttae Nate, 
=wy D 3, Iter 
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1.c nor any Jot of the Commendation he deſignss me, be derjyed: 
that Gencleman you mention, whoſe Vein,if 1 miltake aot,ligsin anor 
way, However Sir, if thete be no Help, but the Innocent mul ſuffer, ra 
think ſo Nobly of me; . as that 1 do religiouſly intend co follow your x 
vice, and nor offer to anſwer one, who would fain be AnſWered, thathe 
might. appear.Con(iderable. 1 will nor, Sir, bycaking aty novice ofhim, 
ſuffer him co Rail himſelf into Repucation: But as hithzrto,” with all 
lictle #itrjciſwes, and Twenty Good morrows ( to ſhew what Trade 
drives) he could never gain ſo much ReſpeR from any, as fo deſerye a 
Confutation ; So ſhall 1 let him paſs (ill, like Beſſa in the Comedy, (e+ 
cur in his own Want cf Worth, and by that,ſafe from Cenſure, And thus, 
Sir,1 diſmiſs that Puny Authour,unto his Learned Labours, of which,you 
cell me, he is now lying in; Andif there be any Vertae in Sick..( for he 
drinks and wt ices inthe ſame meaſure, only with this Difference, rhae 
what gozs in Wine, comes out Water }) the Women of, T wr»ball- Street 
ſhall not long be unfurniſhed of a Pamphler. 

Buc, Sir, co conclude with ſomething more ſerious, I can aſſure yay; 
thac I am perfeRly reconciled tothe Biſhop, and will point him our a Fair 
and Noble way of righting himſelf,  ,For, ſetting afide thoſe. 'Merry 
Paſſagzs in my Letter, which his roo much. Hear gave bur too jult an Oc- 
Caſion for, I give you free Leave to acquaint, both him and che, World,chat 
I intznd to make him an Acknowledgment as ſubmiſs as any. Canon er« 
jovnes+ if he will either by Writing, or Conference, make good any of 
theſe Poſitidns, which he aſſetts in his Book, and again , L hare 
brizfly ſubjoyned my Reaſons. 

Poſ. 1. That Monarchy cannot conſift without Epiſcopacy. Neg. Fas 
Monarchy was many 1000. Years before Epiſcopacy , _ therefore des 
Konſtadly Dey vo by a0y F Ll th kd 

of. 2. That the Bilbop of Worceſter u the Sole avd Imoned int 
of «ll the Congregations in ha Dieceſſe, Neg. For it 1s utterly gang ow 
ture Rule, toextend the Name of Paitor, beyond che -Flock which one 
' aQtually feeds. | 
 _" Pof.3. That it wolawful for any,theugh Orda;ned,to preach in the Bi 
of Worceſter's Danefe hither hi Licenſe, Neg. For Ordination is "By 
ficient Licenſe, which runs as the Apoſilkes Comaguiſion did, Go preach the 
Gel; wichour being confined £6 Place, or needing a new Licenſe, - .. 

Pof. 4. That it #y Lavful in the Worlhyy of Cadto exjoyn « [mabth; 20% 
Aey a great Penalty, Neg,For we hive no Warrant for ſuch an Impoſy 


in the Word of God, Which ought to be the ſole Rule of A Relig 


Worſhip, | 
Pol 5. That the Charch hatch Power to ex47C onfeſſion and Recantation, 
| fo 


E: 


for theſe Crimes which the State hath pardoned, Neg. For, a8 to Coerciyz 
Power and Juriſdiction, there is no difference at all berween the Church 
and Srate, 

Poſ. 6. That the Presbyterians ( 1 ſuppoſe, he means, not Impoſers of 
their own Formes, bur barely Diſſenters from choſe Impoſed by others ) 
dre all Seditious, Neg. For it is againſt their publick Confeſſhon of Faith , 
which, as the 39, Articles, and Church-Canons are of the Epiſcopal, fo 
that ought to be the Teſt of the Presbyterian Perſwaſion. 

Thus, Sir, You ſee 1 am willing to reduce this Controverfie unto a Ra- 
tional and Calm way of Debare, and if the Biſhop, or any ſober P:rfon 
for him, will undertake co maintain, either all,or any of the foremention- 
ed —_ I willeither make good my Negative, or declare my Con- 
verſion, 


boldly makes a Challenge unto one of our Learned Prelates ? Your per- 


for Biſhops, more for the King, moſt of all for the Purity and Peace of 
Religion ; And were he not for all thele, in their Due and Juſt S1hordije 


Hation, he thinks you would not own him for , 
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1661, 
Tour moſt humble Str. ant, 
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POSTSCRIPT, 

| | Have juſt now received an Elaborate Piece, written by one that ſtiles him- 
A ſelf J. ch M, D. 4 man very wellread inthe Medern Fathers, and of 


ſo El:gant and Facete a Style, that I am ſorry all the 7 wy" i= Gotham - 
Colledge are taken up, for this man won d be an excellent Preſident of it : 
, J hope the Bilbep will be ſa Charitable as to provide 4 Sine-Cura for him, for 
his Employment in Phy ſich, will never be able to maintain him in Books and 
Slean Linuen eſe ; 1 wiſh neither he may ever want ſuch able Champrons; voy 
they befitting Penſconr, Adieu, 


And becauſe, Sir, it is poſſible you may be asked, Who ic is that thug 


ſonal Knowledge of me can abundantly ſatisfe rhem, that he is very much 
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